
Chapter Three 

TOTALITARIAN DEMOCRACY {ROUSSEAU) 

(a) THE PSYCHOLOGICAL BA�KGROUND

RoussEA u often uses the words nature and the natural order in 
the same sense as his contemporaries to indicate the logical structure 
of the universe. He also wes nature, however, to describe the 
elemental as opposed to the df ort and achievement of the spirit in 
overcoming and subduing the elemental. The historical state of 
nature before organized society was the reign of the elemental. The 
inauguration of the social state marked the triumph of the spirit. 

It must be repeated that to the materialists the natural order is, 
so to speak, a ready-made machine to be discovered and set to work. 
To Rousseau, on the other hand, it is the State, when it hts fulfilled 
its purpose. It is a categorical imperative. The materialists reached 
the problem of the individual versus the social order only late in 
their argument. Even then, supremdy confidep.t of the possibility 
of mutual adjustment, they failed to re�ognize the existence of the 
problem of coercion. To Rousseau the problem exists from the 
beginning. It is indeed the fwidamental problem to him. 

A motherless vagabond starved of warmth and affection, having 
his dream of intimacy constantly frustrated by human calloumess, 
real or imaginary, Rousseau could never decide what he wanted, to 
release human nature or to moralize it by breaking it ; to be alone 
or a part of human company. He could never make up his mind 
whether man was made better or worse, happier or more miserable, 
by people. Rousseau was one of the most ill-adjusted and ego
centric natures who have left a record of their predicament. He 
was a bundle of contradictions, a recluse and anarchist, yearn
ing to return to nature, given to reverie, in revolt against all social 
conventions, sentimental and lacrimose, abjectly self--conscious and 
at odds with his environment, on the one hand ; and the admirer 
of Sparta and Rome, the preacher of discipline and the submergence 
of the individual in the collective entity, on the other. The secret 
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