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Main content

We all owe everything to our parents

--Benjamin Netanyahu

Three events that shaped the political worldview of Benzion Netanyahu (1910-2012) were directly
connected with violence, murder, and death: a violent demonstration at Mount Scopus in 1932; the
murder of Haim Arlosoroff in 1933; and the death of Rabbi Nathan Mileikowsky, Benzion's father and
Benjamin Netanyahu's grandfather, in 1935.

In the final years of his life, Mileikowsky enthusiastically joined the struggle in defense of the Jewish
defendants accused of murdering Arlosoroff, head of the Political Department of the Jewish Agency,
who was shot to death on the night of Friday, 16 June 1933, on the Tel Aviv beach. After the murder,
several right-wing activists were arrested, including Abraham Stavsky and Zvi Rosenblatt, who were
indicted for the murder, and Abba Ahimeir, indicted for incitement to murder. Rosenblatt was acquitted.
Stavsky was found guilty and sentenced to death on the testimony of Sima, Arlosoroff's wife. He
appealed his conviction and was acquitted a month later based on local evidence law, which provided
that the testimony of one eyewitness is not sufficient for a murder conviction. Ahimeir, Stavsky's
roommate in a cabin in South Tel Aviv, was acquitted of these charges but tried for his membership in
Brit HaBirionim (The Alliance of Thugs) and sentenced to 21 months in prison. (1)

A rabbi, educator, and Zionist activist, Mileikowsky was made famous largely because of his Zionist
speeches. He was born in Kreva, in the Russian Empire (now Belarus), and in childhood was sent to
the renowned Volozhin yeshiva. He admired Theodor Herzl despite opposing the Uganda scheme, and
frequently visited Jewish communities across the Empire, and later in Poland, to lecture on Zionism. In
1920, he immigrated to Palestine with his family, including the eldest son, Benzion, who was then a ten-
year-old boy and one of an eventual total of nine children. After a short time as an elementary school
principal in Rosh Pina, Mileikowsky returned to his role as a Zionist propagandist, embarking on
recruitment journeys in Europe and North America on behalf of the Jewish National Fund and Keren
HaYesod. In Palestine, he was active in the Hitahdut Ha'Ikarim (the Farmers Association), and even
purchased land in Herzliya in a failed attempt to establish a farm. (2)

Mileikowsky, who signed several of his articles as 'Nathan Netanyahu' (Benzion later adopted
'Netanyahu' as his surname), did not at first identify with any party or political movement, but following
the Arlosoroff affair and his support of Ahimeir, Stavsky, and Rosenblatt, he found himself at the
threshold of Revisionist Zionism. During that time, Mileikowsky recruited the venerated Rabbi Abraham
Isaac Kook, first Ashkenazi Chief Rabbi of Palestine, to the struggle and also visited the defendants in
prison. Ahimeir, in a chapter titled "Sons of Light against the Sons of Darkness" in his book The Trial
(1968), described his encounter with Mileikowsky, following his arrest:

--"Who is this man?"--Ahimeir asked Nechama Avniel. (3) Nechama: "Are you not acquainted with him?
This is, of course, Rabbi Mileikowsky!"

Ahimeir: "The father of Benzion?"

Nechama: "Yes."

Ahimeir: "It is a pleasure to make your acquaintance, my Rabbi. It is a pity that our first encounter takes
place under such circumstances. Your son, the student, I have known for a long time; together we
participated in the demonstration against Bentwich" ... Rabbi Mileikowsky was of frail body, and despite
his power resting in his mouth--he did not respond. Only his eyes--which, just moments ago, as if asked
to roll out of their sockets, began wandering in tears (Ahimeir 1968: ISO-IBS). (4)

On 22 June 1934, in the midst of the Arlosoroff affair, Ze'ev Jabotinsky, founder and leader of the
Revisionist movement, wrote a letter to Mileikowsky:

My dear sir and friend, Rabbi Mileikowsky--what can I write? ... You are being accused of instigating the
rabbis' protest. If this claim is true--which I have heard it is--you cannot understand how justified your
action was ... Overnight, the name Rabbi K. [Abraham Isaac Kook] has become a divine symbol
cherished in countless hearts. As for little me--were I not too ignorant to speak out on religious matters,
I would seize this moment to issue the rallying cry I have dreamed of since youth: Revive, in our
lifetime, the title of High Priest. (Jabotinsky 2007: 154)

Three weeks earlier, on 29 May 1934, Jabotinsky had written to Mileikowsky: "An uncle taught me this
saying when I was a child: 'People are mud; mud makes bricks; and bricks make up a house.'
Schwamm druber [forget about it], old friend! We will overcome everything, by any means, and triumph;
and the defeated shall rejoice in our victory" (Jabotinsky 2007: 137). In these letters, the leader of the
Revisionist movement tried to encourage Benzion Netanyahu's father, who was being criticized by the
Histadrut daily newspaper, Davar, for his involvement in the politics of the Arlosoroff affair, depicted as
a Revisionist wheeler-dealer behind an organized campaign to smear the Socialist Zionists (Davar
1934).

While the son, Benzion, lived to a ripe old age, and died in 2012 at 1O2, his father passed away, aged
only 55, on 4 February 1935. A month later, HaYarden, a 'political-Zionist' newspaper, which Benzion
edited until his father's death, published a collection of laudatory eulogies, including essays written by
the historian Joseph Klausner and Rabbi Kook (Klausner 1935; Kook 1935).

In addition to their admiration for Mileikowsky's oratorical skills and his devotion to the Zionist cause,
the two also did not overlook the influence of the Arlosoroff affair on his life: "I have known the pains of
his soul in the face of every occurrence that he had seen in our lifetime, in which he saw estrangement
from the holiness of the people," wrote Rabbi Kook (1935). "And here are members of Jabotinsky's
party being falsely accused of a murder plot, and are faced with forceful insistence, by any means, to
carry through and strengthen this plot, the likes of which are unknown to Judaism!" added Klausner
(1935). "And as the sentencing to death of Stavsky came out (in the first stage of the trial), he erupted
in heart-wrenching tears: For this did we toil and sacrifice for an entire generation?--Is there a tragedy
more profound and terrible?"

Even blunter was Klausner's brother, Bezalel Elizedek, who, in a column published in the same issue of
HaYarden, wrote that the trial apparently brought about Mileikowsky's death. According to him,
Benzion's father saw "suddenly that in the same land, which, in the future, should serve as a role model
to the world--in this land Jews are being vilified by Jews for a very lofty goal: Demolishing an entire
party and building up from its ruins ... How would his heart, which was already weakened by his great
work throughout the days of his life, not break at the sight of his glorious dreams being ruined?"
(Elizedek 1935).

It is with these harsh feelings of rage and grief, and with the perception that the death of his father,
Rabbi Mileikowsky, was an outcome of the Arlosoroff affair, that the first chapter in the shaping of
Benzion Netanyahu's worldview came to an end. In it, three significant events are worth mentioning:
the death of his father, the Arlosoroff affair, and a demonstration against Norman Bentwich at his
inauguration as the Chair for International Peace, mentioned by Ahimeir, at the Hebrew University of
Jerusalem on 10 February 1932. Netanyahu's hawkish views strengthened and solidified in the wake of
these events, and his resentment toward the left, the Zionist establishment, and the academia of his
time only deepened. During these years, Netanyahu was on a far fringe of Zionist politics. Decades
later, when the fringes and the mainstream switched roles, he became one of the fathers of the Israeli
right, both figuratively and literally.

The influence of Benzion Netanyahu on his son has often been alluded to, especially in profile pieces
of Benjamin in biographies, newspapers, and magazines. Ronit Vardi (1997) aptly describes the
chronicles of the Mileikowsky-Netanyahu-Segal family and the environments in which the grandfather,
the father, and the son grew up. David Remnick (1998), editor of The New Yorker, referred to him at
length in his extensive 1998 profile piece on the son, who two years earlier had defeated Shimon Peres
in the election for prime minister. Ari Shavit (1998) interviewed Benzion in the same year. Uri Avneri
wrote that "the name of the prime minister of Israel might be Netanyahu, but his first name, rather than
Benjamin, is Benzion" (Avneri 1998). (5)

Published more than twenty years ago, Remnick's essay in the New Yorker is still the most impressive
profile written about the man who has dominated Israeli political life for the past three decades, and
who overtook David Ben-Gurion in length of time in office as prime minister. The profile, under the
headline "The Outsider," described how Netanyahu, then a young man and the first Israeli prime
minister born after the establishment of the State of Israel, who had lived a significant part of his life in
the United States, was very much estranged and alienated from Israeli culture and politics. Remnick
devoted significant space to the profound influence of the then 88-year-old Benzion. "When the nation
of Israel was founded," wrote Remnick, "Benzion Netanyahu was on the fringe of its political life. Now
he is its patriarch" (Remnick 1998: 83). According to Remnick, Benzion Netanyahu "is nearly a legend,
a kind of secret," a necessary figure for deciphering the son's worldviews (1998: 83). "To a
considerable degree," Remnick continued, "Bibi Netanyahu's internal struggle as prime minister is a
struggle between an inherited ideology and the tug of political contingencies. His dilemma is always to
what degree he can, or should, remain true to the ideals, the stubbornness, of his father. He may not
always act on his father's imperatives, but he believes strongly in his father's rightness" (1998: 83).

Besides the New Yorker piece, the above-mentioned studies on Benjamin Netanyahu also referenced
the ideological shadow of the father, which had accompanied the son on his political path. Anshel
Pfeffer, for example, wrote: "[Benjamin Netanyahu] transformed his father's ideology into political
capital. In the space Benzion occupied outside the Zionist mainstream, Netanyahu's Israel was built."
(2018: 45).

And yet, despite the general acknowledgment that the father had played such a crucial role in shaping
the worldview of the son, he remains almost unknown, unexamined; mentioned with regard to the son,
but failing to attract the kind of scholarly attention he deserves for his leading role in shaping the Israeli
right-wing political landscape. This study focuses on the father, not the son, and on the crystallization of
his worldview and Zionist ideology, particularly on the formative years of his life in the early 1930s.

Jerusalem--The City of Peace

Norman Bentwich was the son of Jewish-British lawyer Herbert Bentwich. The father was a friend of
Chaim Weizmann and legal counsel to the Zionist movement. (6) The son, Norman, one of 11 children,
continued in his father path and became a renowned legal scholar. He was affiliated with Brit Shalom
and with the first chancellor and president of the Hebrew University, Yehuda Leib Magnes, of whom he
wrote a biography (Bentwich 1954).

In the 1920s, Bentwich served as Legal Secretary of Mandatory Palestine, He insisted on neutrality
despite his sympathy for the Zionist idea and was therefore hated by both Arabs, who saw him as a
Zionist, and Jews, who saw him as anti-Zionist, In 1929, he survived an assassination attempt in
Jerusalem when an Arab janitor, working in the local police headquarters, shot him with a pistol and
injured him in the thigh.

The same year, the Chaim Weizmann Chair for International Peace was established at the Hebrew
University and Bentwich was selected to occupy it, The subject of his inaugural lecture, on 10 February
1932, seven years after the university's founding, was "Jerusalem--The City of Peace," In his lecture,
Bentwich wrote:

The university is like a sister to the Temple, We may therefore see the university as the most striking
live expression of the ideal that perceives Jerusalem as the City of Peace. One of its more frequent
goals should be a wide distribution of knowledge among the Jews on the culture and literature of the
Arabs, From a more broad perspective, the university could strive to do so, to serve as a mediator
between the East and the West, (Bentwich 1932: 20)

Several of the university leaders were present in the lecture, such as Magnes, as well as prominent
Zionist leaders, including Menachem Ussishkin, Arthur Ruppin, Meir Dizengoff, and Arlosoroff.
However, shortly after the lecture began, "the Chair for Peace becomes a battleground," as written in
Doar HaYom on 11 February 1932. "Bentwich came up to the stage and began reading his lecture from
paper, His voice was weak and his Hebrew accented in English, As he began to speak a stink bomb
exploded in the hall, The explosions were accompanied by a cry from one of the nationalist young men:
'Go to the Mufti with your international chair!'" (Doar HaYom 1932).

Benzion Netanyahu, almost 22 years old at the time, had a central role in the attempt to prevent
Bentwich from speaking. As a leader of the Revisionist Students Section, one of the right-wing student
associations at the Hebrew University (together with El-Al and Hulda), he drafted pamphlets against the
lecture that were published before the demonstration and took part in its organization (Nationalist
Associations of Hebrew University Students 1932). His brother Elisha, later professor of mathematics at
the Technion, prepared the stink bomb, In the wake of these events, the university conducted an
internal investigation and demanded clarifications from the organizations regarding some sentences in
the pamphlet.

Haaretz, which had previously covered riots by anti-Semitic students at universities in Europe, stood by
Bentwich and published the lecture in its entirety during the week it took place, Dr, Moshe Glickson, the
newspaper's editor at the time, who did not share the legal scholar's pacifist positions, nevertheless
harshly condemned the demonstrators and their infringement of freedom of speech. "The concept of
'sacrilege', of the lack of public and national sentiment of respect, has apparently lost in our days its
validity and meaning," he wrote, "and it is to our pain and shame that we learn the ways of the modern
barbarians in twentieth century Europe. It appears that the conduct of the Nazi students poses a
shining example to a minority among our young" (Glickson 1932).

On 19 February 1932, 'Abba Sikra', one of Ahimeir's pen names, responded to Glickson's comments
and mocked him in Hazit HaAm, the extremist, outspoken newspaper of Brit HaBirionim: "The 'gray'
newspaper, which is edited by the man of the 'however' and the 'nevertheless,' the doctor of philosophy
[Glickson], rushed to print the entire speech given by Norman Bentwich ... The newspaper acquired a
reputation in journalism for its 'quickness' and 'altertness', and now ... the editor achieved an indelible
reputation for being a 'polite' person" (Ahimeir 1932). For Ahimeir, Bentwich was an extreme example
of an assimilated Jew, whose views endangered Zionism and threatened its very existence. In
Ahimeir's eyes, the lecture on Jerusalem was, in fact, an example of Christian missionary work. He
viewed it as anti-Jewish for opposing national identity and equating it with war while preaching
universalism and cosmopolitanism.

"Magnes resign!" read the main headline of Hazit HaAm on that day. "This is the demand of the Yishuv
and the Jews, who cannot agree to Communist methods in the persecution of Zionists, which reign with
a heavy hand over Mount Scopus" (Hazit HaAm 1932b). Arlosoroff, who, in Hazit HaAm, was called a
wide range of derogatory names, was also blamed in its pages for having summoned the policemen,
with Magnes's approval, to disperse the demonstration on "Mount Traitors," seat of "The Gang of
Traitors" (Hazit HaAm 1932a). "The de facto police chief was Dr. Haim Arlosoroff," it was written, "for
whom the role of chief of police was not enough, as he also filled the role of policeman in beating
[demonstrators]" (Hazit HaAm 1932c).

Noah Ben-Tovim, one of Netanyahu's partners in the Revisionist Students Section, as well as some
students from other associations, including David Raziel, who would later become a leader of the Irgun,
were suspended from studies after arguing with the university leadership during the investigation. On
14 February 1932, the university announced that it no longer recognized those organizations involved
in distributing the pamphlet and took disciplinary action against additional students. On the same day
Netanyahu sent a letter to the university administration. In it, on behalf of the Section, he backed their
suspended peers. "Everyone is equally responsible for the public statement by the nationalist students
and identifies with their position," he wrote (Netanyahu 1932).

Two weeks later, Hazit HaAm reported on a student gathering that discussed the incident. Ben-Tovim
described the situation as follows:

Among the students there are two camps: The degenerating, Brit Shalomian camp, with Magnes as its
leader. This camp includes also the people of Mapai, and opposed to them is the nationalist camp. No
peace shall reign between the two camps. We at the university are an avant-garde of a huge Zionist
youth movement. Behind us stands the entire Jewish nation, which has not sold itself. We have fought
corrupt institutions and shall not be deterred in our war against decay on Mount Scopus. (Hazit HaAm
1932d)

Here, in Netanyahu's friend's declaration, two camps of left and right were defined. The conflict
between them, as well as the resentment toward the successors of Mapai and Brit Shalom, has not
essentially changed to this day.

For the young Netanyahu, the demonstration in the university became a source of pride, an occasion
where, on one winter day in 1932, nearly all of his enemies gathered in one hall: Bentwich, Magnes,
Weizmann figuratively, after whom the chair was named, Arlosoroff, and the idea of eternal peace,
which Bentwich tried to promote in his lecture. From this point onward, however, Benzion remained
primarily a man of words, and in the years 1933 and 1934 he devoted most of his time to writing and
editing for the newspaper HaYarden and the journal Beitar.

Defending Revisionist Zionism

Under the logo of HaYarden, in the center of which lies an illustration of the Land of Israel including
both banks of the River Jordan, were featured the names of Netanyahu's spiritual fathers: Klausner, as
executive editor, whom Netanyahu defined as "the flag-bearer of the Hebrew renaissance" (Netanyahu
1934j); and Jabotinsky, whose regular contributions were a source of pride for the newspaper.
Jabotinsky was considered by his followers, including the loyal disciple Netanyahu, as the one true
leader of the Zionist movement, who "with boundless heroism and patience, introduced the Jewish
street to the real revolution, the revolution of the spirit, the national-political view ... without which
Zionism cannot be fulfilled" (Netanyahu 1981).

Klausner, author of The Messianic Idea in Israel, former editor of the journal Hashiloach, future chief
editor of the Enzyklopedia Ivrit (Encyclopedia Hebraica), and the right-wing candidate in future
presidential elections, felt himself in the 1930s to be a pariah at the Hebrew University because of his
worldviews. According to Klausner, those aligned against him were "the haters of Zionist and
nationalistic research and the haters of my complete and national Zionism, which is the complete
antithesis to the partial Zionism of the Socialist Zionists and the lenient and compromised Zionism of
the heads of the university's institutions" (Klausner 1946). However, he found solace in young scholars
like Netanyahu who despised the views of their teachers at the university and revolted against them.

HaYarden (The Jordan) was relatively reserved in comparison to vociferous newspapers such as Hazit
HaAm (The People's Front, appearing in 1932-1934), which compared Hitler, Stalin, and Ben Gurion. It
published news reports from Palestine and the world, especially following events in Germany, and also
pieces by Jabotinsky and Klausner. Other revisionists also wrote for it, as did authors and poets
affiliated with the Revisionist movement, including the leaders of Brit HaBirionim; Ahimeir, who
published excerpts from his prison journal in it; Yehoshua Heschel Yevin, author and translator, who
wrote Jerusalem Is Waiting (1932) and edited Hazit HaAm; and Uri Zvi Greenberg, one of the most
important Hebrew political poets. (7)

Among the newspaper's other contributors were lesser-known figures who were members of
Netanyahu's close social circle, partners to the ideological rebellion against Brit Shalom professors at
the Hebrew University and against Socialist Zionism, including Wolfgang von Weisl, who wrote books
on Islam and countless opinion pieces, as well as a novel entitled The Battle in the Gilboa, which was
serialized in HaYarden. Protesting a wave of arrests by the British in 1946 ('Black Saturday'), von
Weisl, who was one of the detained, went on a 28-day hunger strike, and documented this period in his
journal (von Weisl 1947). Among the friends were also Kalman Katznelson, who caused a storm in
1964 following publication of his ultra-provocative book, The Ashkenazi Revolution, in which he called
for separation between Ashkenazi and Mizrahi Jews (Katznelson 1964), and Joseph Schechtman,
Jabotinsky's close associate and biographer, who engaged in arguments throughout his life on
questions such as population transfer and the status of Transjordan. In 1965, Schechtman wrote a
book entitled The Mufti and the Fuhrer and claimed that "it is no coincidence that the physical
systematic annihilation of European Jewry began, to a great extent, with the arrival of the Mufti in the
camp of the Axis powers--first in Italy, and afterwards, 10 days later, in Germany" (Schechtman 1960).
(8) Additionally, HaYarden also employed a close friend of Benzion at the time, the poet Uriel Heilperin,
who used for the first time the pen name "Yonatan Ratosh" in the paper. Later, he would become well-
known as leader of the Canaanites. In 1937, Ratosh was appointed Hayarden's editor, but was later
terminated due to his unconventional views. (9) All of them were outsiders in the 1930s and, after the
establishment of the state of Israel, were pushed even further to the margin.

Netanyahu was editor of HaYarden for a short but significant period in 1934, until the death of his
father. During that time, the Arlosoroff affair and the 'blood libel' against the Revisionists overshadowed
all else. "It seems that the blue and white flag, the symbol of fraternity and national unity, that Herzl, our
godly captain, waved, is gradually being filled in the 1930s by a foreign color, the color of the flag of
those bearing the class ideology, those bearing internal disintegration and animosity," wrote Netanyahu
in an essay in Beitar before the Eighteenth Zionist Congress, which took place shortly after Arlosoroff's
murder (Netanyahu 1933: 88-89); this, as "Revisionism won a rain of unceasing spit and the honorable
title of 'destructive radicalism'" (1933: 89).

Thus, Netanyahu not only defended Revisionist Zionism and attacked Socialist Zionism, but also
attached Jabotinsky to Herzl, presenting the former as the rightful successor of the latter. He
considered Jabotinsky's revisionism authentic and pure political Zionism, not contaminated by foreign
ideologies such as socialism or 'cosmopolitanism', which, he asserted, distort the original meaning of
Zionism and weaken its spirit and coherence.

The Distorters of Zionism

"Ch. Ben Yerucham," the pen name of Chen Melech Merchavia, who was a member of Brit HaBirionim
and wrote extensively on the Revisionist movement, notes in The Book of Beitar and in his book on the
Arlosoroff affair, The Great Libel, that apart from articles signed under "B. Netanyahu," Benzion used
other pen names, including "B. Soker" and "Nitay" (Merchavia 1982: 154; 1975: 102-106).10 He was
not unusual in doing so; many in his generation, of both the left and the right, utilized pen names.
Ahimeir, as previously mentioned, signed with the name "Abba Sikra," but also used many other
names, such as "A. Asir Zion," "A. Kore," and "Stam Makshan," among others.

In some of his columns in Beitar and HaYarden, Netanyahu wrote about Klausner's works, settlement
in villages compared to settlement in cities, as well as 'Hebrew labor' and the danger of "the spreading
Arab labor" (Netanyahu 1934b; 1934c; 1934d). However, most of his criticism was directed at the
Zionist leadership of his time, and especially at Weizmann and his associates, "the distorters of
Zionism" (Netanyahu 1931)11 who, instead of initiating and promoting the interests of the Jews, were
bringing about destruction and "a politics of Zionist liquidation" (Netanyahu 1934a; see also Netanyahu
1934k). He also attacked the mainstream press, which "is only concerned with how to get out of its
deep and ugly hole of blood libel, which its bearers dug out of blindness and malice and a fraternal
hatred that knows no limits" (Netanyahu 1934k), and anything resembling the left, cosmopolitanism,
socialism, communism, and other similar isms.

According to Netanyahu, all of these blind the masses and provide support for a suicidal and
dangerous plan to destroy Zionism. "It is a neat ending that is being prepared for you here--and this
ending is called: An Arab state in the Land of Israel," wrote "B. Netanyahu" on 6 June 1934 (1934k).
"The left brings about the danger of crisis for the Land of Israel," wrote "B. Soker" on 24 January 1935.
"It fights every Jew who is not its subject, every Jew seeking to be in the Land of Israel without the rule
of the leftwing dictatorship" (Netanyahu 1935b; see also Netanyahu 1935a). "The idea of a people's
liberation and its political resurrection, the idea of the establishment of a Jewish state, with all attributes
essential to a state, with real state power etc., is unacceptable in the eyes of socialist Zionism," wrote
"B. Soker"; "such an idea seems too 'chauvinistic' and 'imperialistic' in the eyes of the 'repairers of the
world' ... The only criterion for the moral validity of Zionism is, to them, the degree of benefit it brought
to the Arab masses" (Netanyahu 1934h).

"B. Soker" also wrote, in November and December of 1934, columns critical of the Hebrew University,
entitled "'Our' University," which, in his perspective, was estranged from Jewish politics and national
identity. It is ruled by the ideas of Ahad Ha'am, he contended, and has turned into "a center of that
same system that for a long time had stuck as a bone in the throat of Zionism, the Brit Shalom way. A
large portion of the university's professors and employees boast that they are not nationalists, but
rather mere pure scientific workers; this, despite the 'pure science' not bothering them from intervening,
in times of need, in favor of the Marxist parties in Zionism." According to "B. Soker," "The 'university
hall' is cold, and the blazing wind of a national liberation movement does not blow between its walls"
(Netanyahu 1934e, 1934f, 1934g).

Thus, Netanyahu's hostility toward the left merged with his hostility toward the Arabs. According to
Netanyahu, the Arabs were aspiring to destroy Zionism and the Jews, but the real danger, he believed,
emanated from socialist Zionism and the ideas of Bentwich and Brit Shalom that were weakening, each
in its own way, the Zionist cause by fighting against true Zionism, that is, Revisionism. Because they
served, so he thought, the Arab interests, any non-revisionist Zionism was considered by Netanyahu to
be harmful and dangerous, supposedly collaborating with the modern Middle Eastern manifestation of
Judeophobia. He considered every non-revisionist worldview part of the left.

As a student of Jabotinsky, Netanyahu believed that the "one and only" goal of Zionism was
demographic--obtaining a Jewish majority in the Land of Israel, According to him, the interest of the
Mandatory government was the opposite, while the Zionist leadership remained helpless and blind,
"We calmly observe how matters develop," he wrote in November 1934,

without understanding everything our very eyes see, But--the days are coming when this land, which
today is as calm as a lake, will be as loud as a boiling depth ... The day will come when the Hebrew
settlement will suddenly recognize the true character of the humble sons of the desert, who today beg
for a slice of bread before the gates of the Jewish farmer, The day will come when the Haurani,
Bedouin, and Druze masses will remind the Jewish settler, deprived of the sense of reality, of the real
environment to which he is subject, (Netanyahu 1934c; see also Netanyahu 1934b, 1934d)

His writings on the need for mass immigration of Jews to the Land of Israel came during a time when
antisemitic incidents were escalating in Europe, along with the rise of the Nazi Party in Germany, In
January 1935, a few months after Adolf Hitler became the unchallenged leader of Germany, following
the death of President Paul von Hindenburg, Netanyahu used the Hebrew word for 'holocaust' (Shoah)
to describe the degree of threat to Jews in Europe, In an article entitled "In Front of Hitler's Fire," "B,
Netanyahu" wrote, "We stand before a terrible holocaust, of the kind that flooded the Jewish world in
the times of the crusades" (Netanyahu 1935a), The use of the scriptural word 'holocaust' (Shoah),
which means 'destruction', was uncommon before World War II, However, Netanyahu was not the only
one to use it in Hebrew literature and journalism in the context of the rise of anti-Semitism in Europe,

Netanyahu, who was then taking increasing interest in research into anti-Semitism, both ancient and
modern, frequently compared the persecution of Jews in the Middle Ages to contemporary persecution
by Hitler, He recalled the auto-da-fe, the cruel and public ceremony in which the Spanish inquisition
carried out the verdicts on those charged with heresy: "All the huge territory from the Urals to the Rhine
is an auto-da-fe platform that Europe is preparing for the Jewish people, and the sparks of this
awesome fire land even beyond the Rhine, in France, England, and the United States" (1935a), Two
years before, in an article titled "On the Eve of the Eighteenth Congress," which was published in
Beitar, Netanyahu defined the Nazi regime as a "German inquisition" (Netanyahu 1933: 92). In an
August 1934 article in HaYarden, "B,N," wrote: "As the Arab savages would hunt Jews fleeing Spain on
the rocks of Algiers, so are those fleeing the inferno of the diaspora being hunted at the gates of the
homeland" (Netanyahu 1934i).

On 14 June 1934, HaYarden published an opinion piece, signed "N" with the title: "Comparison to the
Middle Ages," The writer addressed in the piece an "unexplained, unclear, mysterious, and vague"
phenomenon taking place within the Zionist movement. To explain it, the writer drew a possible
comparison between the persecution of Jews in Germany in the twentieth century and the persecution
of Jews in Spain in the fifteenth: "Hitlerian Germany--the Inquisition." The writer called the comparison
baseless, or rather, "a multiple insult ... to the Middle Ages!" due both to the persecution by the Nazis
(at that point), that year (1934) paling in comparison to the persecution of the Middle Ages, and to the
latter being characterized by a deep "internal belief ... which is much more deserving of forgiveness
than the persecution of our times" (N 1934). While the masses in the Middle Ages believed all of the
blood libels, thereby giving their hatred a certain rational component, in the 1930s, "no German
believes the blood libel of Der Sturmer, and in spite of this he would be willing to repeat this libel a
thousand times a day, if only it would be proven that in this way it would be easier for him to annihilate
the Jews" (N 1934).

However, the piece really takes no interest in the Nazis, the Spanish Inquisition, or the non-Jewish
persecutors, but rather in Jews and Zionism. It begins by attacking some of the converted Jews of the
Middle Ages, who, in contrast to the logic of the non-Jews, "the destructive drive that awoke in them
was so strong, that, in the end, it brought them to destroy themselves. This was a kind of suicide out of
a crazed fervor of hatred." "N" wrote further:

The Jewish converts of the Middle Ages excel in a special hatred, the like of which was unknown to the
Middle Ages, a hatred that became known only in recent days ... The main danger in the converts of
the Middle Ages is that they presented this dark hatred to the service of the foreign power. All of the
trials conducted in the Middle Ages against the Jews, in order to prove that according to the Talmud
they are blood seekers, criminals and amoral ... these converts managed them and supported them.
We should always remember that the converts legitimized the great persecutions both ideologically and
practically. (N 1934)

"N" mentioned two names: Johannes Pfefferkorn (1469-1523) and Paul of Burgos (1350-1435),
converted Jews who led the incitement against Jews, and when describing the latter and his
descendants, he wrote that they "served as a vipers' nest for Spanish Jewry ... Torquemada and the
other inquisitors were only the last stones in the pyramid of hatred established on the foundation that
they had laid. And thus, the expulsion of Spain's Jews should, to a large extent, be credited to them."
"Not for solace," continued "N," "it should be mentioned that they eventually paid for its craze of hatred.
Its fate was no different from that of those they persecuted with fury: the dungeons of the Inquisition
and the auto-da-fe" (N 1934).

All of these characters and historical allusions were mere supporting actors, serving as a means of
comparison to the 1930s. Toward the end of the piece, the writer returned to contemporary times,
which, in his eyes, were more dangerous than the Middle Ages, since the hatred that characterized
only a few converts in the past had passed on to the "Pfefferkorns of today." Thus, he alludes, without
mentioning them, to non-Zionist Jews, Brit Shalom associates, and some of the leaders of the Zionist
movement, enemies from within, that to "N" subvert the Zionist idea. "The Pfefferkorns were mere
individuals, and lived outside of the people. The people itself had seen them as enemies from without
... Today's Pfefferkorns are a big camp, riding on the shoulders of the people, and at its expense" (N
1934).

Here, in the above-mentioned piece, written years before Netanyahu's comprehensive research into
the Spanish Inquisition and the Marranos, a straight line was drawn between the past and the present
and between non-Revisionist Jews and conversos, who helped in persecuting the Jews. Moderate
streams of thought within Zionism were perceived as plots by traitors, enemies from within.

Conclusion

Israeli politics of our time has largely been shaped by its prime minister, an outsider himself and the son
of an outsider, the son of a historian who was shaped by European ideas and the ideologies of the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries and eventually shaped Israel in the twenty-first century by proxy.
Israelis are living in the Netanyahu era, the Benzion Netanyahu era, and in order to better understand
it, we have to investigate its ideological core, going back to the 1930s, before the establishment of the
State of Israel, when Benzion Netanyahu's views were forged.

The years 1932-1935 shaped Benzion Netanyahu's worldview, his fields of interest, and his hostility
toward the left. The demonstration against Bentwich symbolized the struggle against the university,
against Brit Shalom, and against any Jewish criticism of nationalism; the Arlosoroff affair symbolized to
him the persecution of the right by the unrestrained left, which he perceived as an enemy; and the
death of his father was bound to the Arlosoroff affair and made the political personal. All of these
episodes followed him for the rest of his life and were passed on to the next generation.
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NOTES

Epigraph: See Netanyahu (2016), published in Ha'aretz in an obituary for Israeli novelist Aharon
Megged (1920-2016).

(1.) For a detailed examination of the Arlosoroff affair, see Shabtai Teveth (1982) and David Bechor,
Max Kennet, and Eliezer Berkovits (1985).

(2.) For Mileikowsky's writings, see Nathan Mileikowsky-Netanyahu (1994). One of Benzion's brothers,
Saadya, wrote a book chronicling the family's history, see Saadya Mileikowsky-Netanyahu (2000).

(3.) Nechama Avniel (1898-1978) and her husband, Mordechai Avniel (1900-1989), were active in the
Revisionist movement and close friends of Ahimeir.

(4.) Ahimeir's The Trial was first published from 1954 to 1956 in serialized installments in the
newspaper Herut. The piece on Mileikowsky was first published on 29 June 1956. For a recent study
on Ahimeir and Brit HaBirionim, see Dan Tamir (2018).

(5.) See also Benzion Netanyahu (1998), Sari Makover-Belikov (2009), Avner BenZaken (2015), Ari
Shavit (2012), Ben Kaspit (2017), and Ben Kaspit and Ilan Kfir (1997).

(6.) Ari Shavit writes extensively on Herbert Bentwich, his great-grandfather, in My Promised Land,
published in 2013, see Shavit (2013: 6-22),

(7.) For a discussion of Uri Zvi Greenberg's thought, see Dan Miron (2002). For a discussion of political
poetry in Israel, see Yochai Oppenheimer (2003).

(8.) See also Joseph Schechtman (1965). In a similar vein, in 2015, in a speech to the World Zionist
Congress, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu claimed that the grand mufti of Jerusalem in the 1930s,
Haj Amin al-Husseini, had suggested the genocide of the Jews to Adolf Hitler, He was promptly
ridiculed by the German government, which informed the world that, to its sorrow, the Holocaust was
solely a German project,

(9.) For a biography of Ratosh, see Yehoshua Porath (1989).

(10.) His son, Benjamin, shortened his name to "Ben Nitay" during his years in the United States in the
1970s,

(11.) For the Revisionist criticism of Weizmann, see Walter Laqueur (1976: 338383), See also Yaacov
Shavit (1983).
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