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US ambassador accuses Germany of 'undermining' NATO on
nuclear

The head of US intelligence and ambassador to Germany, Richard Grenell, has said that Berlin is not honoring its
commitments to its allies. Russian and Chinese aggression are not just relics of the past, he said.

Pershing II missile in Germany

A day after a new report found that the US spent $35.4 billion (€32.6 billion) on operating and developing nuclear weapons last year,
President Trump's ambassador to Germany and newly minted spy chief, Richard Grenell, has accused the German government of not doing

its part for NATO's policy of nuclear deterrence.

In an op-ed for German daily Die Welt published on Thursday, Grenell specifically criticized the Social Democrats (SPD), the junior coalition

partners of Chancellor Angela Merkel's Christian Democrats (CDU), for their support of nuclear disarmament.
Grenell warned that just because the Cold War is over, it does not mean European security is not threatened.

"The Russian invasion of Ukraine, Russia's deployment of new nuclear missiles on the periphery of Europe, and new capabilities of China,
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North Korea and other countries make it clear that the threat is all too present,”" Grenell wrote.

The ambassador said that if German Foreign Minister Heiko Maas, a member of the SPD, wants Germany to be "a power for peace," as he
claims, "instead of undermining the solidarity that forms the basis of NATO's nuclear deterrence, it is now time for Germany to meet its

commitments to its allies and to continuously invest in NATO's nuclear participation."
"The political leadership in Germany, especially that of the SPD, must make it clear that the government is keeping these promises."
'Assume responsibility’

Grenell said that the US, including President Trump, support nuclear disarmament but see the possession of atomic weapons as a necessary
deterrent to Russia and North Korea. However, the past year, not only have the US taxpayers had to pay $5.9 billion more than the previous
year for the country's nuclear arsenal, the president also walked away from the country's 32-year disarmament treaty with Russia, and vowed

to upgrade the US' stockpile of weapons being housed in Germany.

In his op-ed, the ambassador argued that for other NATO members in the east, keeping Russia at bay was a more real threat, and it was the

duty of bigger allies like the US and Germany to protect them.

"An honest assessment of the dangers we face is critical to our partnership. Our allies in Poland and the Baltic states know that these threats

are not remnants of a Cold War; no ally can ignore this fact."

He then questioned whether Germany would "assume its responsibility or sit back and reap the economic fruits of security that other allies

guarantee.”
SPD calls for US nukes to be removed

Two weeks ago, Rolf Miitzenich, the leader of the SPD in parliament, called for the government to force the US military to remove its nuclear
weapons from German territory. The US is allowed to station atomic weapons in Germany as part of a deal in which Washington provides

necessary support for Germany's military. Due to Germany's history, defense spending is traditionally politically unpopular.

Miitzenich's comment came after Defense Minister Annegret Kramp-Karrenbauer said that she would approve a deal with the US for new

fighter jets to replace Germany's outdated aircraft.

Grenell has routinely earned the ire of officials and the public for what is seen as his interference in German politics and stepping outside the
proper role of an ambassador. He was recently elevated to being acting Director of National Intelligence, bringing him even closer into

Trump's inner circle.
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Over 100 Al experts have written to the UN asking them to ban lethal autonomous weapons — those that use

Al to act independently. No so-called "killer robots" currently exist, but advances in artificial intelligence

have made them a real possibility. Experts said these weapons could be "the third revolution in warfare,"

after gunpowder and nuclear arms.
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» Nuclear warfare: How Sweden and Germany plan to curb the threat

With the nuclear threat seemingly growing, a nonproliferation treaty is being put to the test. Sixteen states hoping to strengthen the agreement held talks

last year in Stockholm — now they are to meet again in Berlin. (24.02.2020)
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