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Ukraine (“The world according
to Xi", March 25th) China is
also in breach of the China-
Ukraine Treaty of Friendship
and Co-operation, under
which Beijing assured Kyiv in
2013 that it would help Ukraine
defend itself. Through the
treaty Ukraine recognised that
“there is only one China in the
world” and the People’s Repub-
lic of China “is the only legal
government representing
China". Ukraine agreed that
“Taiwan is an inseparable part
of China". In return, China
supported efforts to protect the
territorial integrity of Ukraine.
Article 6 went further, stating
that neither country shall take\
actions that damage the
sovereignty of the other or
permit third countries to
damage either countries’
territorial integrity.

China’s violation of this
treaty is the thin end of a
dangerous geopolitical wedge.
Western democracies should
be under no illusion about the
scale of China’s implicit ambi-
tion in cultivating a weak
Russia. It is precisely that
ambition to which President Xi
Jinping was referring when he
told Vladimir Putin in Moscow
that, “Change is coming that
hasn’t happened in 100 years
and we are driving this
change together.”

That change includes Beij-
ing’s ambition to dominate the
world. This includes a new
concept of conflict across a
spectrum of information war,
cyberwar and high-end hyper-
war. In Mr Xi's worldview,
treaties are merely instru-
ments to constrain and con-
fuse adversaries. Therefore, if
China and its vassal Russia
succeed there will be a return
to the kind of world which
preceded both world wars and
the destruction of the very
institutions which, since 1945,
have helped to militate against
extreme state aggression.

It would thus be helpful
now to remind President Xi of
China's responsibilities and its
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Censoring “Animal Farm”

I appreciated Bagehot's article
on self-censorship in British
publishing, pegged to the
editing of Roald Dahl’s books
for sensitivity (March 25th).
The column noted that many
publishers rejected George
Orwell’s anti-Soviet master-
piece, "Animal Farm", out of -
fear of giving offence. Yet itis
worth remembering that more
traditional censorship played a
role as well. One publisher,
Jonathan Cape, rejected the
manuscript on the advice of
Peter Smollett, an official at
the British Ministry of In-
formation. Smollett was later
revealed to be a Soviet agent.
What looks like self-censor-
ship can have surprising,
sometimes Orwellian, origins.
JUDGE GLOCK

Austin, Texas

Science and religion

Much as 1agree that science
and religion need not be in
conflict, I must cite a fascinat-
ing exception to Nicholas
Spencer’s claim that neurosci-
ence stands little chance of
“finding...morality in an MRI1
scan” (“Leaps of faith”, March
18th). Joshua Greene, Jonathan
Cohen and others carried out
an ingenious experiment
using functional MR1 which
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sense of right and wrong

A

“runaway trolley” dilemma
volunteers were asked about
the morality of sacrificing one
person to save many others.
They gave contradictory
answers depending on the
context. If asked if it is moral
to throw a switch so thata
runaway trolley kills a few
repairmen on the track to save
a much larger number of pas-
sengers, the majority said yes.
But if asked if it was moral to
push one obese person onto
the track to save the many the
majority said no. The MRI
scans showed that only the

.- second scenario activated
brain centres involved in
emotions and moral choices.
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Pierre Teilhard de Chardin is
among the most important
scientists to have tackled this
problem. As both a scientist
and a Jesuit, he showed how
scientific theories, among
them the Big Bang and Charles
Darwin'’s work on evolution,
could lead to the existence of
God, and to another world for
humanity. But he also wrote
about the evidentiary irrele-
vance of some Christian dog-
mas, such as original sin. He
used science to give a stronger
basis for Christian faith. Need-
less to say some members of
the Catholic church thought he
was a heretic and some of his
writings were not published
until after his death in 1955.
DENIS APVRILLE
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Subversive creativity

Iread your leader on the future
of video games with a groan
(“Storm forming", March 25th).
Video games have long been an
escape for Western youth. For
Generation Z they are an
excuse to go wild, create fanta-
sy lands, and be beyond the

reach of parental supervision.

anyone over the age of 35), is
going to dampen the creative
chaos and cathartic relief that
video games provide.

The business successfully
survived attempts in the 1990s
and 2000s to censor games like
“Grand Theft Auto”, in part
because the game became a
sign of teen rebellion and
mostly because video-game
developers did not have to
pander to parents, who were
not GTA's audience or the
developer’s market. Now that
older generations have been
co-opted into video gaming its
rebellious nature will suffer as
developers try to create games
that appeal to little Johnny,
Uncle Jimmy and all.

KELLEN MCGOVERN JONES
Fort Worth, Texas

Barbie girls and boys
Schumpeter should not be
embarrassed by his excitement
about “Barbie” (March 25th). It
is eagerly awaited among
cinephiles. I will watch it
before Christopher Nolan'’s
“Oppenheimer”, which comes
out the same day. We've seen
plenty of atomic bombs on the
big screen; Margot Robbie and
Ryan Gosling playing toy dolls
is uncharted territory.

JAMES JIANG

New York

It's no small thing

As a man standing five feetand
five inches I can assure you
that height plays a significant
partinaman’s ability to find
dates and partners (Graphic
detail, March 25th). Ditto to
being America’s presi-

dent. And probably everything
in between. I am a married
attorney, by the way.

BRIAN SHEPPARD

Encino, California
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