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Chapter4

82 
. . . ocence for Kendall but also f f isolationist inn or the II meant the toss o 

' . lJnit re generally. wmmoore s personal hfe into ct· � States mo thfeW . R' h d isa Meanwhile. the war 
endall household in ic mon . was crowd/ray_ I�h Fall of 1942, the K 

his wife Helen and their two ch·i d. �e t e 'th Walter, 
& " h l dre ar1Kendall, together wt 

conditions made ior a arrowing e n. lh,PA • Close 1 • Xpe · 'IJ there with Kathenne. 
ll concerned. The new y widowed M rience-,

which was unpleasa?t for a 
her husband's death, remaining desp

rs. I<enda11. etttng over 
. I ,, onde had a hard ume g 

"an almost patholog1ca case, according to I<.at 
nt for months. She became 

d h r adJ·ustment to widowhood worsened F 
herj� 

· d ned an e 
• • or • as her gnef e�pe 

was living in New York. Trymg to hold dow llluch 
of this time, Wtl�moor

; Katherine, as she found herself "with a hou�
e
ther0qproved challenging fo 

. & temperaments."s • fun of11 f all ages & sizes 
" . Kenda s, 0 

943 K dall experienced a v10lent reaction" aft th S • ng of 1 en . er rec • In e pn 

d typhoid which were reqmred before he could 
eiv.

ing shots 'fo
K

r typ
d
h�: ::oked forward to the upcoming assignment Whe trav

elto Bogota. en a . t t k ,, I hi . re, he. . h as "down for very 1mportan as s. n s Job he told his sister, e w . ,, h Would"mainly exercise a counter-pro�agand� function. A� t e end of May he left
to take his new assignment which agam separated him from �atherine Who 

. d in the United States. She planned to travel to Colombia to live wi h remame . .1 w· t 
him but the couple did not come together agam unt1 1llmoore retumed 
fro� South America. In fact, after their time together in Richmond in 194I 
and 1942, Katy and Ken seldom lived together for long. The war opened up 
major career opportunities for both of them and deepened preexisting rifts 
in their relationship. When he went to work for the CIAA, she stayed in
Richmond to finish her job there. Later she obtained employment with the 
Red Cross in Washington. There she experienced "a meteoric rise," then got 
a job with the United States Children's Bureau working with teachers and 
social workers from Latin America. These professional obligations forced 
them into separate domiciles. Even when living together, Katherine and 
Willmoore spoke of how busy they were. Many of their friends, including Charles Hyneman, lived in the Washington area, but it was difficult to soci�·i�e, as war work left little free time. Anyway, said Katherine, there was "aliquor shortage and how can you be convivial without a high ball."9 

�en<lall
. 
served as CIAA press agent in Colombia for several montbs.Stationed m Bogota, he traveled through t th try Much of this workou e coun . 

k 1conce�ed mundane matters, such as how to design, print, place, and �af';oAmencan br�hures, posters, press releases, and magazine subscripuons appeal effecttvel� _to the country's many different social classes. The pufPO�:'
t 
as

A
t� use pu_bh�1ty to put the United States in the best light possibl

e 
ant··1 s xis enerrues m the . d s1a Ir" 

as more democrati h 
poorest: The means was to portray the Unite. APsc, umane, nch, powerful, and sophisticated than 115 
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c/lapter4

country to cultivate "influential 84 

I throughou� th_e 
l capitals." He wanted such contr11er\

. ·mpartanl to crave . the provincta
d ·ew "of controversial questi <lets 1�it i 

t, and in nee VJ 

li ons ,, both on Bogo .a 
tellectuals a nua 

·ous attention on qua t� control. Ji�·. 4\provide these 1

K
0 

dall focused sen. form him that a particular Wash· Con. 
d radio en Je to in "S F 

• ing1 regar s i II r for examP ' 1 mbian listeners. an rancisco on
racted Rocke e e 

�popular with Co� ronounce correctly the names /ews.
newscaster was u 

ded to learn to p o latin
sters'' he added, nee 

Iaces."n , . ca 
. rsonages and p 

h's country s message m CoJornb· Amencan pc k sure that I • 1 • I ia 'Was K dall had to ma e . 
fficial Amencan po icy. n many resp 

cohe:nt and consistent w;th 
In 

o
July 1943, for instanc�, he urged the CJ�

cts 
h was a model press agen • 

d destroy posters w1th recruiting slo 
A e . na to trace an 

U • d S " gans chairman in c�age 

The "anned forces of the rute . l
tates_, he said, ''do for the U.S. Mannes. . . ,, When controversia topics arose . • Laun Ame nca. . , such not seek recruits 1� f R Kendall penned commuruques for release as the Allied bombing O 

. 
om�ack home he also reported Colombian loc

t�the local papers. To supe

d
no
t
rs

American p;opaganda efforts. CIAA effons � tions to war news an o . . • • • h in reac . 
ssful Actual Axis 1mt1at1ves m t e region we Colombia were qmte succe • . I l 

re • 
h 1 d the United States expand its cu tura and economic few. But the war e pe • b 

.

. . 
. 5 th America Kendall worked with ureaucrats, ambitious mfluence m ou • . . . 

local politicians, American oilmen, emb_assy personnel, Allied_ mte!hgence 
agents, military officers, visiting jo�mallsts, CI AA repres.entattves m other 
Colombian cities, and intellectuals hire� to promote U.S. aims. He translated 
important newspaper articles and sent them to Rockefeller so the boss might 
react quickly to events. He sent cultural information on Colombia back 
home. For example, he provided local newspaper clippings on "feminism in 
Colombia" to journalist Ruby Black, first biographer of Eleanor Roosevelt. 
Kendall promoted cultural and economic exchanges between the two coun• tries. He publicized in Colombia, for example, an exhibit of Latin American artists at the Museum of Modem Art in New York and gave American busines_smen news about "an industrial exposition in Medellin." He also gaveassistance to Colombian writers wanting their work to appear in the UnitedStates. 14 

!Y late 19�3 Kendall was back in the United States. Impressed by his� 
onnan�e i.n Bogota, the CIAA gave him a promotion and a pay raise.e orgaruzation also promised f rth B tWillmoore continued to 

� 
b . u er m?ves upward if he stayed on. u 

had prepared to fly to C 
e
r e.m� conscnpted into military service. As he

remained in a "disastrous� 
o
;bia m May 1943, for example, Kendall hadback home in Oklahoma 

� 
�
te of uncertainty. He believed the draft board"the hot breath of the St

.m
l} 

ig t not let him leave the United States. feelin8. 1 water b d ''he decided to enlist. He I 
oar on the back of my wretched neck, wou d have c eW preierred to remain a civilian. The n 
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ChtJpter4

. h d in politics depends . . . u 
86 

. g accoroP115 e 

he cannot claim the alleg·Pon 8etti d ·n seetO where & 1 iance ��
am intereste I t of the way, sorne day, to iorm a eftwing thir or lhe
Mr. Roosevel.t �� to get wgethe��

t in Oklahoma for �epubiican c! P�rty.�
people most hk y absentee bal fidence in Dewey either Whorn ndtdat cast an al con , he 

ewm01oore He had no re . self in the course of the campaign 
,, saidThomas oewe

y
.
NeW oealer htffl 

in office (and carried the So • \Vhe�
.. t,ecome a f urth term

d oner s had dilY won a O 
d chagrin. He won erect gloornil . ta�

Roosevelt han 
K ndall expresse y if ti)�1 n paints), e . 1948 isby e eve 

for a fifth time in 
. • d a letter from Juan and Maria would! �n 

1944 wmrnoore rec�1v;ulously had survived in German-oc'f
heresaIn a e 1 almost rn1ra ' . cupi dAndrade. The coup e, an bad escaped in a danng rescue operation led 

e 
France Imprisoned, 

J
u 

Th Andrades wrote that they were experj .by 
• UM lleague e 

h d enc1no an old PO co . • w·nmoore who now a many useful go � 
• difficulties. 1 ' 

1 hi 
Vern.dire economic . d h lp He sent generous, regu ar s pments to h' ts provide e • 

U • d S is ment contac 
' . th largesse of the rute tates govemment th old friends •. Drawm

d
g �pon

sug� flour, corned beef, honey, powdered �Ik
e 

hi ments include nee, ' 
1· . . , s P 

th There were enough supp 1es to prov1s1on not only th blankets and clo es. 
K d e ' 

b 1 many of their refugee colleagues. en all also sent theAndrades ut a so . 
Andrades boxes of Camel cigarettes-which he knew could be e�changed
for cash-and sent similar packages to other old comrades from his days in
pre-Civil War Spain. Ken�all �ontinued to send su�h help for mo:e than a
year until the economic situation of the Andrades improved. Tellingly, be
did not get into politics in his letters with his friends, even though they were
eager to engage in political discussion . 19 Aside from satisfaction at helping
old associates, one suspects Kendall knew the Andrades could provide valu•able information about politics in postwar Europe.

"Sick at heart" in 1944 about his IADB work, Willmoore grew depressedabout his personal life. The death of his father and separation from Katherinestrongly affected his psyche. In October 1943 he wrote Cleanth Brooks,also tbe �?n of a Methodist minister, that he had been dealing with "moral:oblems . for lhe previous two years. He longed for a chat with Brooks, "the�ti [
h 
m. the �0rld to talk oneself out to." Often living apart Willmoore an a enne tned to keep in t h . ' 

d T' nkum Brooks in September 1943 t 
ouc �1th long letters. Katherine to! .1 

it was not "as if w did. 
, . ' hat despite the couple's frequent separauons, e n t hke t 1 • aki g amark in international so 

. 
1 

° ive together." But Katherine was m _n ,, Experiencing "great
ci� work and found her career "terribly interesung. 

C . emotional dist b k her 10hicago and Mexico K ur ance" when Katy's career too and how to do it. " By, en
l 

engaged in "great meditations about what to.dodi w· ear Y 1944 th K tauog" 
vorce. . illmoore Said his ''he ,, e endalls were seriously conteillP . edgood friends" and "perhaps

art was "heavy" but that the couple remai;emore in love with one another than ever.''

Todd
Highlight

Todd
Highlight

Todd
Highlight





Chapter4

88 to see light at the end of hi 
1944 I(endall began 

h t he would soon again be "
s 

�tor ess-
N ember · • ter t a • go1n 1lln In ov 

. formed htS sis 
d eparing transcnpts for radio b g bac� a1

tunnel: He 
1:•ob of writing an P\ooking forward to the chan r

oadcast� to..• [h1s];eri�a.'' wmmoore w
r:�ain in the army but only loos!t With &te�oSouth A

ss" in which he would
h would "be more my own boss th� connect:eagerne . w assignment e n the a to it. In this ne Yer. 

a e colonel."n rnained in the army, und�r the aegis of th g 
Technically, Kendall re 

h was going back to his "old jobH co 
e_lAD&

6 1 a sense, e 
f I t A . Ord1n . til May 194 . n d the Office o n er- mencan Aff. atin� un ( on rename . 

airs) 
e with the cIA A so 

. zation for a little over a year. As h • �, . • th that organt . d I e cont worked again Wl wmmoore decide to app y for a Gu elll. . twar career, hi "b k ggenh • plated his pos 
f ll year to complete s oo on Rouss e1in 

Fellowship to have a u
b 1945 Kendall heard that his applicat io

eafu anu . 1 " In Decem er . n or t�-majonty-� e. 
successful. His reputation as a scholar, based l 

111! 

Gug�enhe1m had b
k
ee

h
n 

d survived the war. At the end of 1945, he ctge]y
his Locke boo ' a 

"I' 11 • k a11lledon 
" to leave federal service. m rea y sic of Washingt ,"great eagerness • h' on, . . " nd pretty much all the memones w 1ch attach to it ,,2� he told his sister' a 

" d hi If fl • 
l 1946 Kendall was pleased to fin mse ooded with gen . In eary .. "h d' d"' er 

ff ,, His "professional situation . a improve smce those diffic 1 ous o ers. 
11 'd . . Ut 

years just before the war." He turned down a we -pai pos_ition as_ �merican 
cultural attache in Lima, Peru. Instead he accepted a teaching position at the 
University of Minnesota with plans to start teaching in the Fall Semester of 
1946. In July the university announced it had hired Kendall as an associate 
professor of political science. The previous March, however, Kendall had 
agreed to serve as acting head of the La tin American Division of the State 
Department's Office of Research and Intelligence. Here he led "a staff of 11
economists, geographers, and political scientists." Upon obtaining the post, 
he told his sister that he was "real excited" about the opportunity.25 

This professional progress came about because of the drastic restructuring of �erican intelligence. When Harry Truman took office in A pril 1945 he dec_ided to re�uce_ the i��uence of the Organization of Strategic Services. AmaJ�r fa�tor 1� this dec1S1on was ''bumbling and lax security " in the OSS, asdetailed m a scathing report" by Colonel Richard Park Jr of U.S. AnnYIntellige p k fi • ' ·• 
·t t P 

n�
�
- ar mshed this report in March 1945 intending to present

i o . res1 ent Roosevelt. But FDR never read it (p�rhaps because park'ssupenor was wary of its a f S . · paitreached Truman with his: 
i- oviet P�rspective). Upon FDR's denuse.' tit

OSS. It included seve 1 
. oncems. His report cited many problems W'

th �
or worse regarding th

ra 
S
ms�ances of extraordinary naivete, incompeted :�e ov1et U • ss bea II' Bulgaria broke his cover aft 

nion. As one example, the O 
{JSS�with a complete list of osr 

the Russians moved in. He provided the otedagents at work in the country. Park also n 
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Chapter 4

90 . twar American intelligence c 
ter of the burgeoning po

r
s
ge of "dead wood" and linger�nlllll)uni11, Lt the cen part a pu . f C g Os J • 11 came into the CIG as . . n Toe new Director o entral lntelli S inn e

ces from the organizau
V
o • 

denberg Previously head of Army l gence /1. en 
ral H yt an • ,, fi nte11· •a, Lieutenant Gene _o 

terie of "colonels to x the CIG. I<enct 
I 

igenc ht ma co , , f w·ii· a I b e Vandenberg broug me in as a protege o I iarn Lan ecal\,. but he ca 
d . ger li ·•1e Part of this makeover. 

hief of Research an Analysis in th 
' arvar,I had been c . d' • • e Oss \I 

historian. Langer 
. . pacity as this i v1s1on transferred t an,1 rve in this ca 

k d " f o the \I continued to se d Langer wor e to re ocus" Ame . Stat d nberg an nca . e Department. Van � 
fficient. Thus, Kendall chose to put hi n 1nte\. . d make tt more e . ,,29 

s acact . hgence an 
h. "big promotion. elll1c career on hold for t
d 
ts h new job fascinating. He was in charge f WiUmoore foun t 

\ m he said were "pretty good people." I-I
O aboUtthirty-five employees w o 

hi·s ORE and other intelligence agenc1· 
e Was an. li • son between . es. c;· important 

�. ak changes he reorgaruzed the personnel in a •ven
a "free hand to m . e , . n offic . bell d had suffered from poor leadership. Much of his J

. ob ewhich he eve 
f L · con . •u daily intelligence reports rom atm America to p . •s1sted of com pt ng • d " . rov1de. . so that they might present the pres1 ent a datly summa to his supenors • • ry of . . f rmation " At least initially, such mformat1on was what Tru important m o • . . . man . 1 anted from the intelligence services. Kendall was responsible f mam y w . . . f . or 

gathering, sifting, compiling, and presentmg pertment �n ormatton from Latin
America, much as he had done, on a smaller ,scale with lower stakes, when
reporting to Coordinator Rockefeller. Kendall s reports went to the Assistant 
Director for Research and Evaluation, then passed through more bureaucratic 
hoops before reaching the president's desk. His superiors decided how to 
move forward with information Kendall had compiled. Sometimes they left 
out material which they believed did not merit presidential attention. Thus, 
Kendall was not in the inner circle of decision-makers and never actually 
met the president. Even as this work proceeded, Kendall was contemplating 
a return to academia. He thought at first that he would take up the post whichhe had left off at the University of Minnesota.30 

He came into this position in the intelligence community because of bisstrong anti-Stalinist credentials and because of his stellar performance inprevious jobs. Kendall's friend, the political scientist Evron Kirkpatrick, hadjoined the OSS in 1945 and voiced his concern to William Donovan that itsLatin American research and analysis branch was chock full of Communists.Other intelligence personnel had shared this concern. Kirkpatrick had_ r�co��mended to Do�ovan that Kendall "be brought in to clean out the div1s1on •. Apparently, th1s_cleansing of communists was the "special project" to wh�chKendall was assigned in March 1946 in the State Department as it was taking?ver the research and analysis functions of the OSS. In this task, Kendall ranmto some old Oklahoma comrad es. 
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C/uipter-'

9� 

. f nticommunist. Democratic Part .. Minne ota Mafia:· a g roup o a 
ral friends and former col league Y \i�ri.\\ i 

'nc\uded <.eve 
'f J K s....___\-\ ' \ which O\'er the years � . atrick (and his new w� e eane �rkpatrick u�t\ H umphre,·. £\'TOO K1rkp 

rd Penniman. With Evron K1rkpatr· / 4() and Ann� Crutcher. and Howa 
n\petitive relationship. By lan 

icl\ in Pa I\ d c\ose but co 
h h Uary \ r, ticular. Kendall ha a have second t oug ts about ta\( 9-i, d l\ h d started to 

b ,. f h' tng u •howe\'er. �en a a ' <. .. ettin g quite a ang out o . lS Work 'J.( p hi\post in Mmnesot�- He "a. ·
n

g "a pilot p lant as rega rds t�e mte\\igenc Ith the C\G. With hii- office bec�nu . g
d . maining in federal service.34 c Pr%,\ •• h cons1dere ,e 

h' . tern in genera . e 
d 11 had made 1s conservative turn • f \ 94 7 Ken a 

ki , anu By the Spon g O 
of the right. Wor ng c losely With ever after ,iewed himse\� _as 

l
a n:1an

ntists w as not attrac tive to him, howe
a str0rig 'beral pobuca sc1e . . 1 Ver . group of li 

Hi work in exposing dis oyalty within A 
ant,. • th y might be. s . l lllen commurust � 'b ted to this turn. Libera s who complain d can intellig ence circ les contn 

d
u 

rotecting the civil liberties of spies we;e 
�bout loyalty oaths or sug

th
geste 

b
p
lem In an April 1947 letter to Charles l.Jy

' in his. b' part of e pro • . n nerna V1ew. a ig 

d th t the founding fathers, i f necessary, would been h n,Ken
: ��

g
;t:�;�0 ho�d political office. He added that the American rev:�e 

=aries h;d exiled their own Loyalist opponents, "�e t�en-equivalent of l��C • sts " Later that year, he told Francis Wilson, well knou .... modern ommuru • . ...11 as a conservative, that he too was now "thinking along the same lines." Then he . d thar "We've had a common enemy (though of course not a co continue • . ,,35 rn-mon quarrel) for many years-the Liberals. . 
Then something good t urned up. Kendall discovered_ that Yale Universit)' was hiring, put in his application, and was offered a Job. Strong letters of recommendation f rom intelligence colleagues and fellow political scientists helped Kendall secure the position. On March 24, 1947, Professor P. E. Corbett wrote to Kendall offering him a post as tenured associate professor of political science "in the fields of political theory and comparative government." Corbett noted that the department, "with rare unanimity," believed Kendall "would add greatly to the scope and quality o f  our work.." The minimum salary for Yale associate professors was $5,000, but the universi\'j offered Kendall $6,000 (more than Minnesota paid but less than Kendall was�aking as an intelligence officer). As he prepared for Yale, Kendall to\d hiss1ster that he was looking forward to the job as "the ideal solution to most ofmy pro?lems." He expressed regret about leaving the organization which be had bmlt at the CIG. His office was "jelling wonderfully" after a rough startand would now "be fun to run." In accept� th • b Kendall expressed· fi · ung e new JO , grati cat�?n that would be "able to teach a course a t  y ale on the intelligenceproblem. He left the CIG • " l ld "be instrU· me tal · f . m c ear conscience" because he cou .. n m ocusmg the atte t; f . . . al uaio ing for intell' 

nuon ° a maJor university upon profession igence work."36 
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