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: leen th‘é 'market glut, there is scarcely room for vet anothe,. ._
ERET ] : bout Americsy, - . . ‘ o

book purporting to describe what pelople know a an’ it : the University of Te
+ politics. This is not such a book. There is, however, ample reason for. U‘-?;‘;ermvided helpful procljlflng ?lf th sd‘;‘jggn f ;Jr Heath Silverel

scussi | icap . 5 illfully through pr I :

a book discussing what people think they know about Am«s:ru:an " the work ski . , O o

politics. This is that book. Sp ccifically, our topic is the taken-for. - gu! g di: was a pleasure to work Wlt_h Speclzrl-lmdsec[iﬁ:;ted to Jackie

granted set of assumptions, conceptions, and ideas about Americay alﬂr Finally, and foremost, this book is

politics that lies below the threshold of consciousness, that substantiy Hunter

.- ps, mother of one of the authors.
realm of dramatic accounts whose accuracy and plausibility go 1::1rgely combs,

about myths of Americay
p plant them in our subcon.
popular entertainers, jouyr.

Jan Trice and Karen Johnson of the University of Ten-
y.

scious—politicians, political press agents,

nalists, pollsters, and political scientists,
Two points about our topic and our treatment of it warrant em.

phasis. First, we avoid the all-too-easily-voiced view that myths by

their very nature are false ideas. For us myth is a nonperjorative term,
A myth may be true, false, o

however, is that it is g dram
future events that people believe,

Second, we identify and discuss
political d

umspect in their mythmaking.
In the process of generating,
ideas in this presentation, each of th




