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Senator Taft's Foreign Policy
In the article which follows, W . REED WEST, Professor of Political
Science at the George Washington University, takes up the cudgels for
Senator Taft. whose foreign policy and voting record were brought under
attack by Arthur M. Schlesinger, ,Jr., in his article, “ !e New Isolationism
,” in the May Ulan tie. Upon seeing the proofs, Senator Taft expressed
appreciation to the Atlantic for bringing the following statement before its
readers.

By W. Reed West
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O

by W. REED WEST

1
NE of the most controversial !gures of our times is Senator Robert
A.Taft. As the chief proponent of a moderate, conservative internal
policy he has been subjected for years to attack from a number of

quarters.

It is a tribute to Taft that the criticism on the grounds of internal policy has
diminished greatly. Even the labor leaders know that the Ta"-IIartley Act is
not a “slave labor” law.
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See this story as it appeared in the pages of #e
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Open

#e criticism now centers on foreign policy. It is charged that Taft has a blind
spot in regard to foreign relations. As one who believes that Taft has su$ered
both from the misconstructions of some of his friends and the distortions of
his enemies, I suggest that the record shows that he has well-de!ned foreign
policy — a positive program within a global philosophy.

#e attack upon Taft usually follows the line that he is an isolationist. When
confronted with evidence that the program he supports is not isolationist in
character, his opponents reply that he is only a recent convert to international
cooperation, or that his past actions belie the program he sets forth.

What is this current program as outlined in his recently published book?

1. #e creation of powerful American armed forces.

2. Economic aid to countries where such aid will enable anti-Communist
countries to resist the growth of Communism from within.

3. Arms aid to countries where such aid will enable anti-Communist
governments to resist, aggression from without or armed Communist forces
within.

https://cdn.theatlantic.com/media/archives/1952/06/189-6/132440128.pdf
https://cdn.theatlantic.com/media/archives/1952/06/189-6/132440128.pdf
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4. Warnings to Soviet Russia or its satellites that armed aggression beyond
certain lines or against certain countries will be regarded by the United States
as a cause for our going to war.

5. #e sending of American troops to a country threatened by attack from
Russia or its satellites (European army) or where the attack has already
occurred (Korea).

6. An ideological war against Communism in the minds
of men.

7. An underground war of in!ltration in Iron Curtain
countries.

If his opponents call this isolationism, one may ask just
what in the way of internationalism or interventionism
they have up their sleeves.

But what of the implementation of this program,
particularly with reference to American military
assistance in Europe?

#ose who believe that we should send a large army to
the Continent argue that it is necessary to encourage faltering peoples who
fear that in the event of attack they will be left to bear the brunt of the blow.
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Taft would answer this by sending American troops in su%cient numbers to
demonsi rale our intentions, but lie would not substitute American troops for
those that the countries involved could themselves supply.

His proposal in respect to foreign support starts with the premise that, despite
the abundance of American materials and our great, productive capacity, there
are limits to what we can do. #e question is how our capacity can be used
most e$ectively. Taft believes that we should be prepared for war with Soviet
Russia and proposes that we follow ;t policy rather parallel to that adopted by
Britain in its long struggle with Napoleon. #at policy was to control the seas,
bottle Napoleon up on the Continent, commit only limited numbers of
British troops to the land warfare, cooperate with such friends as Britain could
!nd in Europe, and keep its main body of troops as a mobile reserve to be
used in strategic spots.

Taft would control the sea and the air. He would commit a minimum of
American troops to the European continent. He would coöperate with such
friends as we may have, particularly the British, with whom our help would be
especially e$ective. Other peoples he would aid to the extent of our ability,
especially in supplying their troops with the materials of war. But he would
not pour supplies, and especially men, into a country that is lukewarm in its
opposition to Communism, He does not believe that an unwilling people can
be coaxed into opposition to Communism or that we should gamble our own
safety on that hope, lit; would not substitute American troops for those of

Ads by 

Send feedback Why this ad? 

ADVERTISEMENT

https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CVBDAVbPPZMj3LvPLxtYPydqvIMjNydtxwJCZ1PoRsJAfEAEgxKiAImDJ1suKrKTMFqABk93IoALIAQLgAgCoAwHIAwiqBN0CT9D5vFfMVoqNj7Zhwi5ufQPO7ujB9uRVXITd69PD_dTTEHO-jllf5xjsKqCHGiZ00XpuUlAIqNu1vNOTTrk26Cq1C0oTudnb08G4TI2hbBrGvHd0diYsXJbzAjP8GQqaE4sEQen5wVQ8a1b23ZvVBa9kxfsFwBo9H3S7tW-2VW_Ed-y8aU6xx9IIplAs_zLyVyeF0qjOYQYM6HdZXsjJ2tXHXvPb3JjmZQ25_7_AZRhuD6ZOQL8nu4DoK3ep58qGZWe4iru267mCwtRYIRWgmXiDTL8obKp3F9RHvd1z4sQ4ZaSQcNXwaB-2JPyHiYXT8R1iQiw_arrm-etNl004ZJEi1JlpPt8L0smLEDsfAtepuGnD_r9TFs5Gr1JSyMeNT1tJ9YO0dHQgKi1XfmqjTkYax1FGZTqtW4ivzV8XDSo2oC6keRacC7rooC65hb7EExNcJqJu0uTjUpYAksAEm5LIlokE4AQBoAYCgAfupePbAqgH2baxAqgHjs4bqAeT2BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB6SjsQKoB9XJG6gHpr4bqAeaBqgH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB4OtsQKoB_-esQKoB9-fsQLYBwHSCBQIgGEQARgdMgKKAjoCgEBIvf3BOrEJpS3-CPcP9DmACgOYCwHICwGiDAgqBgoEw7CxArgMAdgTDNAVAfgWAYAXAQ&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAQSiAEAaQJSVvO3AfHLlUBf4B27DnttsUTGfMvsymfPBZbTmnoGI-eEfiOX6ML0Lvs0_1tQPBfUhh6b-CYEdjxwArVEDOliOf7f28uBlV3wFnF0dR2J6X3qB7BOY0JVikaDJRjpqrXZ33z9ZqOVFgnBExocwYuurnmZS5C46gzaRY1I-lYrtbf_gElLGAE&sig=AOD64_2ZrDciY-MzKWQ1rd50hwmeT5eRvQ&client=ca-pub-7208923277260888&rf=5&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&uap=UACH(platform)&uapv=UACH(platformVersion)&uaa=UACH(architecture)&uam=UACH(model)&uafv=UACH(uaFullVersion)&uab=UACH(bitness)&uaw=UACH(wow64)&uafvl=UACH(fullVersionList)&nb=2&adurl=https://www.vivaia.com/promotion/tamiawalkerreview0726-5997.html%3Futm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_campaign%3D17929810024%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIiPa9kaTIgAMV86XRBB1J7QsEEAEYASAAEgIpRPD_BwE
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?source=display&reasons=AVs1JPL9R-_8QDhGDC5PaSjMpza05oa4cKp_dU1qX24uzRSXispXkTTESHbjtHDee68vbQg8rv_B55O-nkxCCc0pMy4M3S3gtWwOMYj17xBGM2QSFavMS-MrYItJppU1MeZfiVEG0tn7r92yCoFf0LJJZjePqukfr_e0O-Sf8xyE6NrlshiyaMIpZ9x_e8iJ6E1hyzAsM-3bmk8tzU9Y_gaKn4SkfhHPxxkF5g27x5U8vSLgzZXI9KAY_UMxFwUp1z_1OKTuRZ0HTboLDXzpDMlXoVQ9beWIpjEPK12c7VHSXcMQ2ITWxt147DmypgkA6vU3dIvhDvuit31NC8A1vk-Anr_KIYAqFuqxcKVSqzxOdP8PqntTg5_31E19qay9e1m4aZfeo5CG3zCZrlivjQF25r1ihOkhp73d4_uQuKeX3IZU7XLiAA8Y04sxssCb5P9HKV0yQlbKiiQKYIxSFRHL9PkEr1vJ1-AuVIsyd3nVeEMNcNKnC3U28UTCn1RP3pm_ELNRFaG8Ji8HZuoYz-RnxnNTHQT663_ecfV3mLVdBEEYPJvQM0xOHDsizVMN6fDZMd8XdN0NAHnFKzVUT0aXhe-iQBHXKZN-pXaTgUHeHGyUdaUsZcWdVMJ4xPvFX4bh1y7mJ-cs7S7TWjzHOx6aAobEnieNojNhC6zH30t2gpMh0Z5KW7bwlnCToTLPad0PhPSAsC56Fnu-4-kFORPlOEnevgszjFa-6iJBwHepHsDm6hkxTbWudDesiiuz-d4jRbo3cBYgxAW1l3AIYj9_vP_A26_GlM2_8niaoerONNaElk0INK6xiFwkBOydap9cBqeAl7ndC3nnY99zG1Gg419We9sJcneqU0egTLRmf_NkCoQmLlKJN3rRw-bi4eDFcExEtwRjruqAMXPi9VqB7OQn-lv0lmIJ_qBgUlPPcPx-WyrCcXVEWYP0bqY1Z9-Q8njzlywqEMvR8DO-vyNrgJeSgYx2_apfLE7utiO3XfzPbEQxTOlhoQfqnRGyqv6CwRjH-QO0UlN4dXlDCo6GwcundbzXqiwrou5ur9kZd1BDTiM-_UUCOrbLOZBWjHN_ekEJiJPhEHgPbuynd-dekxUhl_S7luAjWSe2gBY6wt8RuiSpR3FbCNSPtNqJeY8bmPNdr6Mi-5Pdy_ByXL3iyCNurnWLGGCRefLeJdb0Y4dh8VDCWg76pdNnWD7OK_1TXHUq5etcSNKagYwXA9LSFox776qHfwhdWDpMy8ay6K3q8TyE7SeNHByoslOdfXjCdNSoBtzepyJk2EML5wJYx06_jGdXUoRTZYTQlzqb5IAeTBnUI46f8ZMmvvgwfH_2JhZZjRLmqyxnWUsk94QmhLqhFeNpg4liXX7VEDdI-LzuAtvIF3onox6MuKwNXk840gJFYsZsSBJB_fNP2xYJnvdB4JcrwE0cl4I6ng2F0T0eIyfokgNp-Irkh1DDW9jXjSI3c-1pocnl7chuTexegJDLT8Ubyfpcq-noiqUib8ON11PkEAfylzR8Je7dZh6XQ0RfcOjOGkcXy4lp5ZV3Xfx-NnsKgVratcY9LSD95g-tLVH4cx5-5QaCl38uBTs6Diqn6te6dJO4PJTLSCJBznZtH8i0GZAVwtGTLDcD-QPDREc2-KVMkyi7SeK_4so2TqLxQh27oTGvmMqqpuXywAAK2cTWFIlNGd5kuvCTSDmbnT1G4wKVTt9G4F1Tu9Ry-bPkU3nTmOLU6NlCE1MMiRRepGJVu8kT5SzfnYiyJenjD66lmVb0ctqYoJc8xaJEWo2d7zaHPZSyhhUE5DSxsMbusX19iTHIkamYItlJkoymH0aWl5KOazM9DvIBXHgLGSkNQsHZrJKgy2nXqtiHimPcYa6IPwzcdbms-QhvhJ_LfAAlGwrrGkMeg736HXhXVC92ANA_ewy_QS8w0WReEipQ1ZNCYjMY7dVe2GFyuZM0w9litEalWectUNb2_KbPu2JF93w9h3WLK9fbw3BcaKNSYUZfWExKyhEkIzKNfgs4eXysy20cxwCSXGRu127qOwrYhGtRakKB4POzZggStTS2_NKGzOpbZXqG7e8rVNiMqOhplZlk8qqR581GCoZgNE5YVc5FMwJbj0x3tUt8wveDbMS4mOs8HmPvgF5Ub2wxaHdJS7zZg1dW_JBmLJmlEQEiMS8c-K3vJQqpOBbccRP89330GAMu
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?source=display&reasons=AVs1JPL9R-_8QDhGDC5PaSjMpza05oa4cKp_dU1qX24uzRSXispXkTTESHbjtHDee68vbQg8rv_B55O-nkxCCc0pMy4M3S3gtWwOMYj17xBGM2QSFavMS-MrYItJppU1MeZfiVEG0tn7r92yCoFf0LJJZjePqukfr_e0O-Sf8xyE6NrlshiyaMIpZ9x_e8iJ6E1hyzAsM-3bmk8tzU9Y_gaKn4SkfhHPxxkF5g27x5U8vSLgzZXI9KAY_UMxFwUp1z_1OKTuRZ0HTboLDXzpDMlXoVQ9beWIpjEPK12c7VHSXcMQ2ITWxt147DmypgkA6vU3dIvhDvuit31NC8A1vk-Anr_KIYAqFuqxcKVSqzxOdP8PqntTg5_31E19qay9e1m4aZfeo5CG3zCZrlivjQF25r1ihOkhp73d4_uQuKeX3IZU7XLiAA8Y04sxssCb5P9HKV0yQlbKiiQKYIxSFRHL9PkEr1vJ1-AuVIsyd3nVeEMNcNKnC3U28UTCn1RP3pm_ELNRFaG8Ji8HZuoYz-RnxnNTHQT663_ecfV3mLVdBEEYPJvQM0xOHDsizVMN6fDZMd8XdN0NAHnFKzVUT0aXhe-iQBHXKZN-pXaTgUHeHGyUdaUsZcWdVMJ4xPvFX4bh1y7mJ-cs7S7TWjzHOx6aAobEnieNojNhC6zH30t2gpMh0Z5KW7bwlnCToTLPad0PhPSAsC56Fnu-4-kFORPlOEnevgszjFa-6iJBwHepHsDm6hkxTbWudDesiiuz-d4jRbo3cBYgxAW1l3AIYj9_vP_A26_GlM2_8niaoerONNaElk0INK6xiFwkBOydap9cBqeAl7ndC3nnY99zG1Gg419We9sJcneqU0egTLRmf_NkCoQmLlKJN3rRw-bi4eDFcExEtwRjruqAMXPi9VqB7OQn-lv0lmIJ_qBgUlPPcPx-WyrCcXVEWYP0bqY1Z9-Q8njzlywqEMvR8DO-vyNrgJeSgYx2_apfLE7utiO3XfzPbEQxTOlhoQfqnRGyqv6CwRjH-QO0UlN4dXlDCo6GwcundbzXqiwrou5ur9kZd1BDTiM-_UUCOrbLOZBWjHN_ekEJiJPhEHgPbuynd-dekxUhl_S7luAjWSe2gBY6wt8RuiSpR3FbCNSPtNqJeY8bmPNdr6Mi-5Pdy_ByXL3iyCNurnWLGGCRefLeJdb0Y4dh8VDCWg76pdNnWD7OK_1TXHUq5etcSNKagYwXA9LSFox776qHfwhdWDpMy8ay6K3q8TyE7SeNHByoslOdfXjCdNSoBtzepyJk2EML5wJYx06_jGdXUoRTZYTQlzqb5IAeTBnUI46f8ZMmvvgwfH_2JhZZjRLmqyxnWUsk94QmhLqhFeNpg4liXX7VEDdI-LzuAtvIF3onox6MuKwNXk840gJFYsZsSBJB_fNP2xYJnvdB4JcrwE0cl4I6ng2F0T0eIyfokgNp-Irkh1DDW9jXjSI3c-1pocnl7chuTexegJDLT8Ubyfpcq-noiqUib8ON11PkEAfylzR8Je7dZh6XQ0RfcOjOGkcXy4lp5ZV3Xfx-NnsKgVratcY9LSD95g-tLVH4cx5-5QaCl38uBTs6Diqn6te6dJO4PJTLSCJBznZtH8i0GZAVwtGTLDcD-QPDREc2-KVMkyi7SeK_4so2TqLxQh27oTGvmMqqpuXywAAK2cTWFIlNGd5kuvCTSDmbnT1G4wKVTt9G4F1Tu9Ry-bPkU3nTmOLU6NlCE1MMiRRepGJVu8kT5SzfnYiyJenjD66lmVb0ctqYoJc8xaJEWo2d7zaHPZSyhhUE5DSxsMbusX19iTHIkamYItlJkoymH0aWl5KOazM9DvIBXHgLGSkNQsHZrJKgy2nXqtiHimPcYa6IPwzcdbms-QhvhJ_LfAAlGwrrGkMeg736HXhXVC92ANA_ewy_QS8w0WReEipQ1ZNCYjMY7dVe2GFyuZM0w9litEalWectUNb2_KbPu2JF93w9h3WLK9fbw3BcaKNSYUZfWExKyhEkIzKNfgs4eXysy20cxwCSXGRu127qOwrYhGtRakKB4POzZggStTS2_NKGzOpbZXqG7e8rVNiMqOhplZlk8qqR581GCoZgNE5YVc5FMwJbj0x3tUt8wveDbMS4mOs8HmPvgF5Ub2wxaHdJS7zZg1dW_JBmLJmlEQEiMS8c-K3vJQqpOBbccRP89330GAMu


8/6/23, 10:00 AMSenator Taft's Foreign Policy - The Atlantic

Page 6 of 16https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/1952/06/senator-tafts-foreign-policy/641398/

another country that is able, but not willing, to supply them for its own
protection.
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next story to read.
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He would follow in the East the same policy he proposes for Europe — giving
aid to our friends, especially to those on islands, such as Japan and Formosa,
where our naval and air power could be used most e$ectively. Meantime, he
would build an American army for our own defense and for a mobile reserve
in case of war.

#is is a positive program, based on an estimate of our indust rial and !scal
capacity and of the most e$ective way in which we can use that capacity in
cooperation with our allies.

After having been belabored so long as an isolationist for insisting that the
bulk of the ground troops for its own defense be supplied by Europe itself,
Senator Taft recently has received new support. General Eisenhower, on April
2, made this statement: “Fundamentally, and on a long-term basis, each
important geographical area must be defended primarily by the people of that
region.”
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BUT even though his fundamental approach is accepted, there remains the
question of Senator Taft’s record on other matters. Certain principles emerge
clearly from that record: —

1. One is his belief that our aim should be primarily to p rot eel American
freedom and interests, and only secondarily to aid the rest of the world.

2. Another is his hatred of war. He recognizes that even a successful war may
bring ruin to the victor as well as to the vanquished.

3. Related to his hatred of war is his devotion to the idea of an association of
nations based on law previously established. #roughout the Second Morld
War, despite his opposition to the tyrannies of Hitler and Mussolini, he never
lost sight of the evidence that Soviet Russia, although our ally, was equally
tyrannous and hateful to free men.

Once a principle that Taft opposed has been established, he may join in its
support by voting for appropriations to make it e$ective. Sometimes his idea
of the amount of taxation that our economy can stand has di$ered from that
of the Administration and he has advocated a reduction in the proposed
appropriation, but not redact ions I hat would starve the program. He would
carry out our pledges faithfully once they are made.
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Taft voted for repeal of the arms embargo. He voted against lend-lease, but he
proposed a substitute in the form of a two-billion-dollar loan to Great Britain,
Canada, and Greece, to accomplish the same general purpose. #is was no
paltry sum, and it was more than a year before the equivalent in goods was
shipped under lend-lease. He opposed the repeal of neutrality because he
believed that repeal would accomplish little good, as Great Britain and other
countries had su%cient vessels to carry their own goods, while American entry
into the transport of materials would provoke war. No one in this country was
advocating war at that time. Of course, he voted for war after Pearl Harbor
and supported the appropriations necessary for its prosecution.

In 1939, he supported a proposed increase of planes for war purposes to 6000
— of which few were ordered by the Administration and none had been
delivered a year later when Hitler invaded France. He supported the National
Defense Bill of 1939, in which Congress granted more for various matters
than the President requested, and an act to increase the supply of strategic
materials. He supported the measure of 1940 to establish a two-ocean navy,
the act of 1940 to increase the size of the army to 375,000 while the President
was recommending only 225,000, and other war measures. He opposed the
Selective Service Act of 1940.

After the war, Taft worked earnestly for an association of nations based on
laws agreed upon in advance. He objected strenuously to the failure to base
the Fluted Nations on an ascertainable law, and to the veto of the big powers.
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He believed the veto provisions rendered the organization helpless to prevent
war except perhaps among little nations. He opposed NATO because he
believed it inconsistent with the United Nations, because its terms were
broader than a pledge to protect the signatory nations against Russia, and
because he believed it committed us to the type of land warfare in Europe that
he considers unwise. He opposed the Nuremberg trials. He has opposed any
e$orts to abandon Formosa to the Communists and sees no reason why we
should have refused to use troops from Nationalist China to aid Americans
lighting in Korea. He was dubious about the Marshall Plan while it included
aid to Russia, but supported it alter the Russian menace became clear and aid
to the Soviet was eliminated.

He would supply aid to backward countries in emergencies and would
encourage private American enterprise in taking part in sound economic
projects in countries that are in need of capital, but he does not believe that
we should pour money into countries that do not have the initiative or desire
to help themselves.

Taft’s record is vulnerable on three grounds, of which two are the inevitable
consequence of his posit ion in the Senate.

In the !rst place, as a Senator since 1939, he has had to take a position on the
great issues of the dav as they arose. Since most political actions are the result
of compromise between di$erent goals or between what is attainable and what
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is not, there will always be room for criticism of any legislator.

Second, as a member of the party not in control of the Administration, Taft
has necessarily been in the position of a critic. His role as chairman of the
policy committee of the Senate minority has been the di%cult one of
maintaining a balance between merely captious criticism on the one side and
the surrender of independence of thought and action on the other. In the
process he has opposed, completely or partly, various proposals of the
Administration. #e e$ect has been to emphasize the negative aspects of his
policy and to obscure the fact that he has a positive program in which the
United States is assigned a de!nite and active place in world a$airs.

#e third liability of Senator Taft is his belief that the public is entitled to
know his mind. His frankness is a refreshing quality, but at times it leaves him
open to attack.

A method of criticism not uncommonly applied to Taft is to pull sonic
speci!c utterance out of its context, or even to single out a vote or other
action that seems to be more moderate than that proposed by the
Administration, and thereby lag him an “isolationist.” An example is the
frequent reference to a minor address of bis, made in 1939, in which he is
alleged to have said that we had nothing to fear from either Hitler or Stalin.
#e Roosevelt Administration had recognized the Communist government,
but Taft could not have anticipated that Communist Russia would be buill up
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by ourselves as it was at Yalta, Teheran, and Potsdam. In fact, we can give Taft
credit for being one of the !rst to see the danger in the direction of Russia. At
that time the two dictators seemed to balance each other. He suggested that
we would do well to let the two wear themselves out on each other. In view of
what all of us know now, the strategy seems to have had merit. At least it must
be confessed that, we made a mistake in aiding Stalin, after ihe war, to crush
to earth a Germany that we are trying now frantically to rebuild. It should be
added, too, that whatever Taft may have thought in 1939 of any immediate
danger from Hitler or Stalin, it was in this same year that he was advocating a
larger air force and voting for military funds that the Administration had not
requested.

Another approach that is used to discredit Taft is to take his votes and actions
out of their perspective. We applaud the desire to reduce taxes, but if Taft
votes for a reduction of the appropriations asked for by the Administration for
foreign purposes, he is said to be sabotaging the program. Yet it is not argued
that every vote for a reduction in internal expenditures is sabotaging the entire
United States government. We may even applaud such reductions. Why
should foreign aid be so sacrosanct ?

In the May issue of the Atlantic, Professor Arthur M. Schlesinger, Jr., follows a
variation on this approach. After quoting Senator McMahon in evidence that
Taft’s record is not in accord with his expressed policies, he makes a
distinction between the Old and New Isolationists which permits him to place
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George Norris, Hiram Johnson, and the two Robert La Toilettes with the Old
Isolationists and on the side of the angels, while Senator Taft and General
MacArthur are with the devil. #e evil nature of these New Isolationists is
evidenced particularly by the fact that “McCarthyism is an indispensable part
of the New Isolationism.” Strangely, Harold Stassen is placed in the same
company since he now “opposes association with any nation which declines to
swear eternal loyalty to the capitalistic system.” #us, the New Isolationists are
tainted with unilateralism, MeCarthyism, and capitalism.

#e central thought in Taft’s conception of an e$ective international
organization is that the nations concerned should start from laws previously
agreed upon and enforced through recognized machinery. #e unhappy
history of the United Nations is witness to the ine$ectiveness of a jurisdiction
so loosely de!ned that the Great Powers must retain a veto on its decisions.
Taft’s suggestion of a less grandiose goal, but one that is within reach of actual
attainment, may well o$er more hope for a world that is tired of con"ict.

Foreign policy cannot be divorced from internal policy. #e two are
interdependent. #is is especially true at the present time, when American aid,
based on American taxes, occupies such a large place in our polity. Taft’s
program starts with our internal economy and the amount of taxation it will
stand, and from this proposes that we arm ourselves in the way that our
resources, capacities, and geographic position can make most e$ective. #e
plan includes aid to our friends proportioned to the need and based on their
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desire to cooperate. In o$ering ibis aid, he also believes that the hope of
democracy lies in keeping the American bastion strong against attack.

If the !rst sweep of a Communist attack from the east should not only destroy
the defenses of Europe but carry before it the bulk of the e$ective American
army, the last hope, not only of America, but of Europe, would be imperiled.
To me, the proposal for American concentration on air and naval power and
an American mobile reserve, while leaving to Europe the maintenance of the
bulk of the European defense forces, appears not to be isolationism but
internationalism translated into practical statesmanship.
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