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literature and enters short-run politics, conjuring up mirages 
to conceal sordid realities or to distract from them. 

In America, southern. agrarianism has long been the most 
gifted literary form of the conservatism of yearning. Its most 
important m,tellectual manifesto was the Southern symposium 
I'll Take My Stand {1930), contrasting the cultivated human 
values of11-• fost aristocratic agrarianism with Northern com­
mercialism an<;I liberal materialism. At their best, these and 
more recent examples of the cons�rvatism of yearning are 
.;ie�ded warnings against shallow practicality. The fact that 
,such warnings oft\!n come from the losing side of our Civil 
War is in itself a merit; thereby they caution a nation of suc­
cess-worshippers against tlie price of success. But at their worst 
such books of the 1930s, and again of today, lack the living 
roots of genuine conservatism and have only lifeless ones. 
The lifeless ones are really a synthetic substitute for roots, 
contrived "by romantic nostalgia. They are a t'est-tube conserv­
atism, a lab job of powdered Burke cir cake-mix Calhoun. 

Such romanticizing consbrvatives refuse to face up to the 
old and solid historical roots of most or much American 
liberalism. What is really rootless and abstract ·is not the in­
creasingly conservatized New Deal liberalism but their own 
utopian dream of an aristocratic agrarian restoration. Their 
unhistorical appeal to history, their traditionless worship of 
tradition, characterize the conservatism of writers like Russell 
Kirk. 

In contrast, a genuinely rooted, history minded conservative 
conserves the roots that are really there, exactly as Burke 
did when he conserved not only the monarchist-conservative 
aspects of William Ill's bloodless revolution of 1688 but 
also its constitutional-liberal aspects. The latter aspects, for­
mulated by the British philosopher John Locke, have been 
summarized in England and America ever since by the word 
"Lockean." 

Via the Constitutional Convention of 1787, this liberal­
conservative heritage of 1688 became rooted in America as a 
blend of Locke's very moderate liberalism and Burke's very 
moderate conservatism. From the rival Federalists and Jeffer-

I THE PHILOSOPHICAL "NEW CONSERVATISM" (1962) 189 
sonians' through today, all our major rival parties have con­
tinued this blend, though with varied proportion and stress. 
American history is based on the resemblance between mod­
erate liberalism and moderate conservatism; the history of 
Continental Europe is based on the difference between extreme 
liberalism and extreme conservatism. 

But some American new conservatives import from Con­
tinental Europe a conservatism that totally rejects even our 
moderate native liberalism. In the name of free speech and 

1 
intt;llectual gadflyism, they are justified in expounding the 

1 indiscriminate anti-liberalism of hothouse Bourbons and 
l czarist serf-floggers. But they are not jus�ed in calling them-
I 

selves American tradition,alists or in claiming any except ex­
otic roots for their position in America. Let them present their 

! case frankly as anti-traditional, rootless revolutionaries of Bu­
i rope's authoritarian right wing, attacking the deep-rooted
1 American tradition of liberal-conservative synthesis. Conserv-
1 ative authority, yes; right-wing authoritarianism, no. Author-

ity means a necessary reverence for tradition, law, legitimism; 
authoritarianism means statist coercion based only on force, 
not moral roots, and suppressing individual li�rties in the 
Continental fashion of czardom, Junkerdom, Maistrean ultra­
royalism. 

Our argument is not against importing European insights 
when applicable; that would be Know-Nothing chauvinism. 
The more foreign imports the better, when capable of being 
assimilated: for exaniple, the techniques of Fr'f1ch symbolism 

• in studying American poetry or the status-r�s·entment theory 
of Nietzsche in studying the new American right. But when 
tlie European view or institution is neither applicable to the 
American reality nor capable of being assimilated therein, 

1 as is the case with the sweeping Maistre-sfyle anti-liberalism 
and tyrannic authoritarianism of many of the new conserva­
tives, then objections do become valid, not on grounds of 
bigoted American chauvinism but on grounds of distinguish­
ing between what can, what cannot, be transplanted viably 
and freedom-enhancingly. 

The Burkean builds on the concrete existing historical base, 
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