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China Says U.S. Flew Balloons Through
Its Airspace

Beijing says U.S. sent more than 10 balloons through its airspace since
start of 2022

U.S. Navy, sailors worked to recover a high-altitude surveillance balloon shot down off the coast of
Myrtle Beach, S.C,, last week.
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By Brian Spegele

Feb.13,2023 6:38 am ET
BEIJING—China alleged that the U.S. had flown high-altitude balloons through

its airspace more than 10 times since the start of 2022, adding fuel to an
escalating diplomatic standoff between the countries that has derailed efforts to
reset relations.

Foreign Ministry spokesman Wang Wenbin said at a daily press briefing on
Monday that U.S. balloons regularly flew through other countries’ airspace
without permission. It is the first time that China has made such an accusation
since a suspected Chinese surveillance balloon was spotted over the U.S. earlier
this month and later shot down off the coast of South Carolina.

“The first thing the U.S. needs to do is change its ways and reflect on itself, and
not to smear and incite confrontation,” Mr. Wang told reporters.
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how China responded to the alleged
U.S. balloon flights at the time
beyond saying that China had dealt
with the matter responsibly and
professionally. He said the U.S. had
acted illegally, without elaborating
on whose laws the balloons may have

Foreign Ministry spokesman Wang Wenbin said flouted and in what way.
Monday that U.S. balloons regularly flew through
other countries’ airspace without permission. The Pentagon and State Department

PHOTO: LIU ZHENG/ASSOCIATED PRESS didn’t immediately respond to

requests for comment.

China has repeatedly said that the U.S. overreacted by shooting down the
Chinese balloon, which the Foreign Ministry has described as a civilian balloon
for weather research that blew off course. U.S. officials reject this explanation
and say they are confident the balloon was for surveillance purposes and that it
flew over multiple sensitive sites in the U.S.

In recent days, the U.S. shot down three additional unidentified objects,
including one in Alaska and one over Lake Huron, in addition to another over
Canada’s Yukon territory.

Asked about these objects on Monday, Mr. Wang declined to say whether any of
them were from China.

Separately, China’s Foreign Ministry confirmed Monday that China’s top
diplomat, Wang Yi, would give a speech at the Munich Security Conference
during a visit to Europe beginning on Tuesday. Mr. Wang will also visit Russia
during the trip, the ministry said.

Write to Brian Spegele at Brian.Spegele@wsj.com
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