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DECREE OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE REICH FOR  
THE PROTECTION OF THE PEOPLE AND THE  

STATE … OF FEBRUARY 28, 1933.

On account of the Article 48, paragraph 2 of the Constitution of the Reich, 
the following decree is issued for the defence against Communistic, state-​
endangering acts of violence:

§ 1.
The Articles 114, 115, 117, 118, 123, 124, and 153 of the Constitution of the 
German Reich are put out of force until further notice. Restrictions of per-
sonal freedom, the right of free expression of opinion, including the right 
of the press, the right of associations and meetings, interference with the 
secrets of letters, of the post, the telegraph and the telephone, the issue of 
search warrants, as well as of orders for confiscation or restriction of prop-
erty —​ all these restrictions are therefore also admissable beyond the oth-
erwise legally fixed limitations.

§ 2.
If the necessary measures for the re-​establishment of public security and 
order are not taken the Government of the Reich may then temporarily 
exercise the authority of the supreme Government of the land.

§ 3.
The authorities of the lands and municipalities (Municipal Associations) 
have to comply with the orders of the Government of the Reich issued on 
account of 2 within the framework of their competence.
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