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of Stalemate

By R. W. APPLE Jr.
Speclal to The New York Times

SAIGON, South Vietnam, Aug
6—A little more than two vears
ago, on July 28, 1965, Presiden;
Johnson committed the United
States more decisively thax
ever to the war in Vietnam by
announcing the deployment of
50,000 more American troops
to this stricken corner of
Southeast Asia.

Last Thursday, In response ta
the urgent entreaties of his
commanders, Mr, Johnson dis
closed that he would send
45,000 to 50,000 mare men, for
a2 total of 525000, by next
June 30.

Between these two benca
marks of the most frustrating
conflict in American history,

M the fighting has careened along,

week by bloody week, through
wet seasons and dry, through
two Christmas cease-fires,
through peace feelers and et
calations.

By this weekend, 12,269
Americans had been listed s
lellled and 74,818 ag injured,
millions of artillery shells and
blllions of rifle bullets had been
fired, and 833 airplanes hed
fallen to cnemy gunners.

The war costs the United
States more than $2-blllicn
each month.

And yet, in the opinion of
most  disinterested  observers,
the war Is not going well. Vi
tory Is not close at hand, It
may be beyond reach. It Is

} clearly unlikely in the next yeas

United Frese Irveenalinnal

or even the next twu yearws,
and American officers talk
somherly about fighting here
for decades,

The official statements from
Washington and Salgon seem
optimistic, as they have been

U.S. marine waodes through morass of Mekong River delta Continued on Pngn-li. Columnl

\‘.

MONDAY, AUGUST 7,
LGt !

© 20902 The New York Timee Combpanyv ' Terme of Service ' Privacy

< PAGE

Heln ' Feedback ' TimeeMachine Home

1 OF 60 »

IP 24 229 1 10A



http://www.nytco.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/ref/membercenter/help/agree.html
http://www.nytimes.com/privacy
mailto:timesmachine@nytimes.com?subject=TimesMachine%20Feedback&body=%0A%0ATechnical%20Information%3A%0ABuild%3A%200.8.49-1%0AIP%3A%20%20%20%2034.232.1.196%0ATime%3A%20%20Fri%20Jun%2030%202023%2008%3A33%3A40%20GMT-0500%20(Central%20Daylight%20Time)%0APath%3A%20%20https%3A%2F%2Ftimesmachine.nytimes.com%2Ftimesmachine%2F1967%2F08%2F07%2Fissue.html%0AAgent%3A%20Mozilla%2F5.0%20(Macintosh%3B%20Intel%20Mac%20OS%20X%2010_15_7)%20AppleWebKit%2F605.1.15%20(KHTML%2C%20like%20Gecko)%20Version%2F16.5%20Safari%2F605.1.15%0ADevice%3A%20Other%0AOS%3A%20%20Mac%20OS%20X%2010.15.7%0A
https://timesmachine.nytimes.com/timesmachine/1967/08/07/issue.html#
https://timesmachine.nytimes.com/timesmachine/1967/08/07/issue.html#



