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Great Power

Conflict Length

Parties to

conflict

Effects of new

technology

Intensity of

fighting and

extent of

damage

Consequences for

regional and

global balance of

power

Crimean
War |

1853–1856
Inaccurate Partially

accurate, or only
some

combatants'
predictions were

accurate

Inaccurate Inaccurate Partially accurate,
or only some
combatants'

predictions were
accurate

Austro-
Prussian
War | 1866

Partially
accurate, or only

some
combatants'

predictions were
accurate

Accurate Partially
accurate, or only

some
combatants'

predictions were
accurate

Partially
accurate, or only

some
combatants'

predictions were
accurate

Partially accurate,
or only some
combatants'

predictions were
accurate

Franco-
Prussian
War |

1870–1871

Inaccurate Inaccurate Partially
accurate, or only

some
combatants'

predictions were
accurate

Inaccurate Partially accurate,
or only some
combatants'

predictions were
accurate

Russo-
Turkish
War |

1877–1878

Inaccurate Accurate Inaccurate Inaccurate Accurate

Sino-
Japanese
War | 1894

Accurate Accurate Partially
accurate, or only

some
combatants'

predictions were
accurate

Inaccurate Partially accurate,
or only some
combatants'

predictions were
accurate

Russo-
Japanese

Accurate Accurate Partially Inaccurate Partially accurate,
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War |

1904–1905

Accurate Accurate Partially
accurate, or only

some
combatants'

predictions were
accurate

Inaccurate Partially accurate,
or only some
combatants'

predictions were
accurate

World War
I | 1914–1918

Inaccurate Inaccurate Inaccurate Inaccurate Inaccurate

World War
II | Asia |

1931–1945
Partially

accurate, or only
some

combatants'
predictions were

accurate

Partially
accurate, or only

some
combatants'

predictions were
accurate

Inaccurate Partially
accurate, or only

some
combatants'

predictions were
accurate

Inaccurate

World War
II | Europe |

1939–1945
Inaccurate Inaccurate Inaccurate Partially

accurate, or only
some

combatants'
predictions were

accurate

Inaccurate

Korean
War |

1950–1953
Inaccurate Inaccurate Inaccurate Inaccurate Partially accurate,

or only some
combatants'

predictions were
accurate
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Scenario

Key

Parties to

the

Conflict

Role of Nuclear

Weapons

Length

of

Conflict Victor Strategic Outcomes

China annexes

Taiwan

United

States

Taiwan

China

Conflict ends with

China's

demonstration of

an NSNW

8 months China China solidifies control

of Taiwan.

A U.S.-led multilateral

counterbalancing

alliance forms.

Japan and South Korea

pursue nuclear

weapons.

United States

degrades China's

military power in

escalating East China

Sea conflict

United

States

China

Japan

Russia

Possibility of

nuclear escalation

affects combatants'

decisions

6 months United

States and

Japan

China commits to

military rebuilding

program.

Russia and China

formalize a military

alliance.

U.S. allies and partners

continue to hedge.

Unexpected war over

Taiwan ends in a

frozen conflict

United

States

Taiwan

China

Possibility of

nuclear escalation

affects combatants'

decisions

4 months Indecisive The possibility of

renewed conflict drives

a regional arms race.

U.S. troops remain in

Taiwan.

The PRC restarts

conflict to take Taiwan

four years later.

War caused by

Russian

misperception ends

in restrictions on

military forces in

Northeastern Europe

United

States

many

NATO

allies

Russia

Russian losses

lead to use of

NSNWs and to

U.S. use of NSNWs

in response

3 months Indecisive A NATO-Russia

agreement limits foreign

forces in the Baltic

States, Poland, Belarus,

and Kaliningrad.

Germany revokes U.S.

basing access, forcing a
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basing access, forcing a

posture realignment.

Poland initiates nuclear

program and shifts

toward authoritarianism.

NOTE: NATO = North Atlantic Treaty Organization; NSNW = nonstrategic nuclear weapon; PRC = People's Republic of China.
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Strategy and war planning
involve great uncertainty.
There is no foolproof way
to predict how conflicts
will arise, the course they
will take, who will win, and
what the world will look
like afterwards. But
planners can manage
uncertainty by examining
a broad range of plausible
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a broad range of plausible
scenarios and outcomes,
especially those that
challenge their
assumptions and
expectations.
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