
570 
CONTRA MUNDUM 

lie. All that can possibly come out of the present American policy

toward the Dominican Republic, that American policy which I be­

lieve American Conservatives could yet call a halt to were they to act

soon, must be to level the Dominican Republic as Castroism has

leveled Cuba, as the USSR has leveled Russia and the Iron Curtain

countries, as Mao Tse-tung has leveled China-to destroy those

meaningful distinctions of rank, of privilege, of wealth, of prestige

and position that any decent society develops and builds into itself

as it grows toward achievement of the purposes that called it into

being as a society-to snuff out of existence one further component

of that West, that Christendom, that Communism and Liberalism set

out to obliterate more than a century ago. We of the American Right

-stupidly, irresponsibly-permitted it to happen in Cuba; we must

not permit it to happen again in the Dominican Republic. All of our

principles-the three basic principles I have tried to lay on the line

tonight-require us to rescue the Dominican Republic from our own

Department of State.

(Fall, 1961.)

Basic Issues Between 

Conservatives and Liberals 

=--ar-

The topic of this article: those two groups of politically-conscious 
people out in American society, the "Liberals" and the "Conserva­
tives," and the whole question of what the disagreement between 
them is about. Should I tarry to argue with the man, ex-President 
Eisenhower for instance, who insists that no such groups actually 
exist-as witness the impossibility of drawing a meaningful line be­
tween them? I think not: the groups seem to have little difficulty 
identifying themselves, and can, paraphrasing Descartes' en­
thymeme, say "Nous nous identifions, done nous sommes"; and as for 
the contention that no-one can say what they disagree about, let us 
dismiss it as question-begging. 

My thesis is, then, that we know what we mean when we make to 
one another such statements as the following: The Liberals support 
Medicare; the Conservatives oppose it. The Liberals would like to 
broaden and deepen our social security system until it is finally appli­
cable from womb to tomb; the Conservatives think we'd have been 
better off if we had never gone in for that sort of thing to begin with. 
The Liberals take seriously the so-called disarmament negotiations 
with the Soviets, and take them seriously because they favor disarma­
ment-would, if the Russians too would only be serious about disar­
mament, actually disarm the U.S.; the Conservatives regard the 
disarmament negotiations as essentially fraudulent, and would not 
think of disarming even if the Russians were willing. The Liberals 
dream dreams of out-lawing war, of establishing an international 
authority empowered to prevent war, of an indefinite future in which 
the nations will live side by side in peace and unity; the Conserva­
tives dream no such dreams; they regard even the existing United 
Nations organization with suspicion, would not hesitate to challenge 
its authority if ever it tried to call the United States on the carpet, and 
take it for granted that wars have quite a future on this planet just as 

they have had quite a past-in short, Conservatives dislike the orien­
tation of American foreign policy toward pacifism and world govern-
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